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In reading this book, you will learn the answers to the following questions:

1. What are the most important doctrines in the Bible?
2. How do these doctrines relate to one another?

3. How can we strengthen the local church?

4. How do we apply the Bible’s truths in everyday life?

5. How can | pray about them?
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If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus, you have learned many precious truths about God,
man, and salvation by faith in the Lord Jesus. But have you ever wondered how these
doctrines all fit together? In this book, you’ll learn the main truths of Christian teaching on
God, the Bible, creation, man, how we are saved, the church, and the things that will hap-
pen at the end of time. Each teaching has a practical application for everyday life, and

questions for discussion with your friends.
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Introduction
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0.1 There is a story in the Bible about learning God's truth. Among the early Christians

was a man named Philip. One day, an angel appeared to him and said, “Get up and go
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” So, Philip rose and went. While
on the road, he met a man from the land of Ethiopia; this man was a government official
in charge of all the queen'’s treasure. He was sitting in his chariot reading the book of the
prophet Isaiah. God’s Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” Philip ran to him
and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you understand what you are
reading?” And he said, “How can |, unless someone explains it to me?” When the official
invited Philip to come up and sit with him, Philip explained to him the way of salvation.

He believed and was baptized (Acts 8:26-38). Like that official in ancient times, many of

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 8/ 145



\991 ‘w'ﬂ&'%«’\r@q&\r@'gQ'&E\Q'H"]‘S"Q'QQNN'N‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

us today have heard God's truth in part, but still need an orderly explanation of the whole.
That is the purpose of this book: to explain the truths of God in order, from creation to the

final day when the Lord Jesus comes again.
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0.2 God reveals his truth so that we will put it into practice. As Jesus said, “If you know
these things, blessed are you if you do them” (John 13:17). For this reason, hearing God's
truth and then applying it in daily life is the approach taken in this book. Each lesson ex-
plains one Biblical truth in simple language, followed by a suggestion about how to apply
the truth in everyday life. At the end of each lesson is a set of simple questions and an-
swers, questions to discuss with your friends and family, and a suggested prayer. As you
study each lesson, you will develop a strong foundation for your faith. Believers who know
what they believe and why they believe it are a great help to the church. They behave in

a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and

increasing in the knowledge of God. May God bless you in this way as you read this book.
0.3 FNAA a&]N ﬁ&‘

0.3 The Authors
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Section One: The Doctrine of Scripture
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Lesson One: Seeking God's Truth
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1.1 When Jesus was teaching the crowds, he said, “Take care then how you hear, for to
the one who has, more will be given, and from the one who has not, even what he thinks
that he has will be taken away” (Luke 8:18). In this way the Lord Jesus taught us that there
is nothing more important than diligently seeking God'’s truth. If we know God'’s truth, we
will be assured of our salvation, grow in our faith, and be able to strengthen the faith of
others. Then we will continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope
of the gospel. But if we are not well grounded in the truth, we will be unstable in every
situation, like reeds shaken by the wind or houses built on sand. We may say we are
Christians today, but become Buddhists or atheists tomorrow. Where then are we to get
this knowledge of God's eternal truth? If someone wants to learn how to read, he or she
can try to teach themselves, or they can find an expert teacher. The one who tries to teach
himself will make many mistakes, but the one who is taught by an expert will learn quick-
ly and well. It is the same with learning from God’s word. God is an expert teacher. He
made the world and all that is in it. He is the source and root of all truth. He reveals this
truth to us in the Bible. As the prophet Isaiah wrote, “l the Lord speak the truth; | declare
what is right” (Isaiah 45:19). And the Lord Jesus said to his disciples, “If you hold to my
teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set
you free” (John 8:31-32). So, we seek God'’s truth in God’s book, the Holy Bible.

12 §R QS AR R FHRAEINIRA Y| SBNPRATEHE] T &
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1.2 Just as a student should know his teacher, there are things that we should know about
God’s Holy Bible. First, the Bible is true, because it comes from God who knows all things.
When we open it, we find that it has two parts: the Old Testament, which has 39 books,
and the New Testament, which has 27 books. Only these 66 books, and no others, are
God's perfect word. All human writings and teachings may contain errors, but God’s word
is faultless and true. Second, God'’s word has authority. Because God made us and takes
care of us, we should read or listen to his word with respect. We should believe what God
says, and obey what he commands. Third, God’s word is understandable. The Bible clear-
ly teaches all we need to know about how to be saved from sin. Although some parts may
be hard to understand other parts are easy to understand. Reading the easy parts can
help us to understand the hard parts. For this reason, anyone can know the way of salvo-
tion by reading or listening to the Bible. Fourth, God’s word is necessary. It teaches us truth
we can’t know by ourselves. If we did not have the Bible, we could not understand God's
way of salvation. We must read or listen to the Bible if we are to repent and believe the
gospel. Fifth, God’s word is complete: The Bible contains all we need to know in order to
be saved, and to live a life that pleases God. So in summary, God’s word has five char-
acteristics: 1) it is true, 2) it has authority, 3) it is clear, 4) it tells us things we couldn’t know

otherwise, and 5) it teaches us all we need to know to be saved.
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1.3 If a very important person sent you a letter, would you not read it? How much more,
then, should you read or listen to a message from God? The Lord Jesus said, “Man does
not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matthew
4:4). We need to eat food every day in order to nourish our bodies. In the same way, we
need to read or hear God’s word every day in order to nourish our spirits. If we do not

read or listen to God’s word, we are like someone who does not eat food; we are in

danger of death. Your Bible will do you no good if it sits unused on your shelf or you do
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not use your Bible App. So start reading or listening to it today, and do so every day. Find
a place where you can be alone. Pray to God. Praise him for revealing his truth to you in
the Bible. Thank him that he made you and takes care of you. Ask him for grace to under-
stand his word and obey his commandments. If you haven't read the Bible before, open
it to the New Testament, and begin to read one of the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke,
or John. These four books will show you God'’s way of salvation. Then read or listen to the
rest of the New Testament, then the whole Bible. Read or listen to it with reverence, because
it comes from God. Read it with gratitude, because God has given it to you. Read it after
asking for the help of the Holy Spirit, so that you may understand it. Read it in an orderly
way, so that you will benefit from it. Read it both alone and with your family. Teach it to
your children. Talk about it with other believers (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). As you do so, God
will glorify himself and build his church through you; you will have an inheritance that will

never perish, kept in heaven for you.

1.4
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1.4

1. Q: What is the Bible? A: The Bible is God’s holy word.

2. Q: How was it written? A: God spoke to his holy prophets and apostles, who wrote down
what God said.

3. Q: How can we know what pleases God? A: By reading or listening to God’s Holy Bible.

1.5
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1. Q: Why is it important to know God's truth?
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2. Q: What are the five characteristics of God’s word?
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1.6 Father God, by your Holy Spirit you have given us your word through your holy

prophets and apostles. Help us to read or listen to it daily, study it diligently, and meditate

on it prayerfully, to your glory. Amen.
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Lesson Two: What Does the Bible Teach?
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2.1 Everyone likes to hear stories. Some stories, such as those of Aku Tonpa or the Ro Dung,
are fiction. Other stories, like the story of Tibet's first king, Song Tsen Gampo, really did
happen. The story of the Bible is also is a story that really did happen. The kings mentioned
in the Bible are also known even by unbelievers: Cyrus, Herod, Caesar. The rulers men-
tioned in the Bible are also known to historians: Pilate, Felix, Festus, Gallio. The peoples
mentioned in the Bible are also known from other books: Assyrians, Babylonians, Jews,
Romans, and Arabs. The places mentioned in the Bible still exist today: Jerusalem, Beth-
lehem, Nazareth, Jericho, Damascus, Egypt, Syria, and India. The remains of ancient cities
mentioned in the Bible are still to be seen today: Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, Thessalonica,
Philippi. But the Bible is more than a history book. In the Bible, God reveals truth we oth-
erwise could not know. For example, in the Bible God tells us how the world began, and
what He is like. Many times, God told his prophets and apostles about events still in the
future, and all they predicted came true. But these are not the only witnesses to the truth
of the Bible. Everyone who repents of sin, believes in God, and put the Bible's teachings
into practice has found the Bible's teachings to be true (John 7:17). Because the Bible
teaches us the truth about things we can see, we know it teaches us the truth about things

we cannot see (Mark 2:1-12). This is good evidence that the Bible is God’s book.
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2.2 Any good book should benefit those who read or listen to it. What are the benefits of
reading or listening to the Bible? Because the Bible is God'’s truth, it is what Christians
should teach to others. The words of the Bible are the words of God. Everything we believe,
and all that we do, should be based on the Bible. When we hear any teaching, we should
read the Bible to see if it is true (Acts 17:11). If it is in the Bible we should accept it, and
if it is not in the Bible we should reject it. The Bible is also our rule for training. When we
read God’s word with faith, God causes us to grow and mature in our faith. A third use of
the Bible is rebuke. After reading an ordinary book, someone may say, “This is a good
book” or “This is a bad book”. But the Bible is not like that. It is the standard by which
we know what we should think and do. Reading or listening to the Bible causes us to
recognize our sin, feel ashamed of it, and repent so that God can give us new life. This is
what the Bible means by saying, “The word of God is living and active and sharper than
any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints
and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).
A fourth use of the Bible is correction. Without the Bible, we all develop wrong ideas about

God, the world, and ourselves. The Bible corrects those wrong ideas. In summary, teaching,

training, rebuking, and correcting are the four benefits of reading God’s word.
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2.3 The Bible also shows us three facts that everyone should know. The first fact is that all
of us are sinners. In the beginning, God created the world to be good. But the first two
people, like all of us today, wanted to live according to their own desires. They rejected
God's good way and chose their own evil way. Rejecting God’s way and living in our own
way is called ‘sin’. That sin brought suffering and death into God’s good world; it is man-
kind’s root problem. The second fact is that God has made a way for mankind to be saved
from sin. This way is to receive a right relationship with God through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ. If we have done so, we should live in a way that pleases God. The Bible tells us
how to do this. So, we see that the Bible teaches us three things that everyone should

know: man’s root problem, what God has done to solve this problem, and how we should
live in order to please God.
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2.4

1. Q: What is man’s root problem? A: Living to please ourselves rather than God. The Bible
calls this ‘sin’".

2. Q: What has God done about this problem? A: God has sent the Lord Jesus Christ to

save us from our sins.

3. Q: How do we learn to love and obey God? A: By reading or listening to God'’s word,
the Bible.
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1. Q: What are the four benefits of studying God's word?
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2.6 Father God, your word is truth. Apply it to our hearts by the power of the Holy

Spirit, that we may know our sin, your salvation, and life eternal. We ask this in the name

of your Son Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Section Two: The Doctrine of God
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Lesson Three: Who is God?
3.1 Ay Ea R A addsdadxgzas| AR quIaRAG NI IR
RN Y NHRENANRFIN R AE WG| (RG] 141 ATHQ)
CER I gi:'aq'arw:'m‘gm'qm'ﬁﬁqm?éq'ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁﬁ:’&éﬁﬂ&ﬁ"ﬁ&'5:
aé&’gﬂm“ﬂ’:‘ [REFR] 19:12 ATFN) AR aE
A g 'ﬂ:g:'@m'ﬂg&'ﬁ&'@%’%&:ﬁjm:ﬁm'Q“ﬁ&'«%'ﬁx’&mq'@'%‘ W=
TIR| SAIRGNARFT R LRGSR AYFTINTGT R
qﬁa'ﬁxw:‘ ﬁ'qqqm'f"g:'gﬁ'm'gwqﬁm'ﬂ@ﬁ'&:ﬁ"&@:’ﬂ:ﬁ@:‘ eEY
Y NS IANTH G A K TN R FF AT AR AR FIAN A
qRamaRss|  fuEnagsNdgLanagrA g FaagiEsE
iu’ﬁ'mx'g'm'%"imma'ﬁmgq‘ Q%ﬂ]'%ﬁ'ﬁ&&'@'ﬂﬁ'&ﬁﬂ'ﬂ&N%ﬁ'ﬂi@@q'&Tﬁ'
b Baibilianatakas ClARaIR SRR I
BFRAN AN RNARA HRARRGFHF AR 5 RN T PR TFRIE A
3G ArasnsyAANAINTANGNAR| ANANRRE TG RE)
aq‘ %’Wﬁ'ﬁﬁﬁ'&%ﬂ'ﬁﬁmxg'm"q\'&’w'aéam"cﬁq‘ &"ﬁ'&'ﬂ&&%ﬁ'ﬁﬁqm&fq'
Z«i"q;’g'&mﬁ'&aﬁﬂﬁgmgi‘ ﬁg\].ma.ﬂﬁz-\.xzq.a.&*iﬂm.mﬁi.m.%;‘ i;‘."q.&gﬂ.
ﬁ'ﬂ@ﬂ&'ﬂéﬁ:ﬁ%@'ﬁﬁ MRNIREF T REF IR AT NERRER| R&ay
%q.Q%a.zqiﬁ.ﬁ.ﬁq.@N.iﬁ.m .3\\15.& '35\%1'@'&&N'ﬁﬂgﬂﬁx@ﬂaﬂﬁm‘ (;r".?\q.%.
RGNA 44 NTRYN) ARG FFRARRARAREAN| T AE| A Zay

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 21/ 145



\991 ‘w'ﬂ&'%«’\r@q&\r@'gQ'&E\Q'H"]‘S"Q'QQNN'N‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

U RSN YA AL WL 54&:'iﬁ?q’q'aiﬂ'E‘N'ﬁm&qq:’gq';’%‘xqqmw
~ 2N N a

iﬁﬁ@ﬁ&lﬁqaﬁ‘ (G\de%ll‘ 2:8 ‘114']34"51)

3.1 Has anyone ever told you that God does not exist? Even though some may deny it
(Psalm 14:1) most people do have a deep inner sense that God exists. When we look up
at the sun, moon, and stars, we see the order and beauty that God created (Psalm 19:1-
2). Who can look at Tibet’s high snow mountains, blue lakes, and wide grasslands and
say, “No one made this, it just happened”? Does anyone look at a yak, or a person, and
say, “They are no different than stones”? While some might say such things, if they really
treat other people like stones, they will soon have many problems! In fact, all living things
are evidence of God's creation, because living things do not come from non-living things.
Reason also suggests that God exists. For example, all things in the universe have a cause,
so the universe itself has a cause, which is God. The universe has order; the cause of this
order is God. All people have a sense of right and wrong. The cause of this sense is God.
These and many other such arguments show that faith in God is reasonable. Why then do
all not believe in God? The Bible says, “The god of this world has blinded the minds of
the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ,
who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Even though the evidence of creation, God'’s

word, and reason all agree, ultimately, we believe in God because he gives us the gift of
faith (Ephesians 2:8).
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3.2 Who then is God, and what is he like? First, God is so great that no one can fully un-
derstand him (Psalm 145:3). God lives in a realm above and beyond our world; he is not
made of any kind of matter, he has no parts, no dimensions, and we cannot see him.
However, we can know true things about God, because he reveals them to us. For exam-
ple, we know that God has no beginning and no end. He is beyond time and never
changes. God has all power and knows all things. He is present everywhere and at all
times. God knows that you are reading this text right now (Hebrews 4:13). God does not
depend on his creation, or upon us, in any way, and yet he is not far from each one of us
(Acts 17:25-27). All these things are true of God, but not true of us. However, there are also
things that are true of God which can also be true of us. For example, God has a will. He
is good and he always does what is good. God is wise; he always chooses the best goals
and the best means to accomplish them. God is true; all his knowledge and all his words
are true. Because God is truth, he is reliable and faithful. God is love; he always gives of
himself to others. He is merciful and patient. God is righteous; he always does what is
right, and is himself the standard for what is right (Isaiah 45:19). God is holy; that is, he is
completely separated from sin and evil. Because God is righteous and holy, he hates sin

and evil. As we will learn in a later chapter, at the end of time God will completely destroy
both.
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3.3 People who say that God does not exist reject the evidence of God’s creation, God’s
word, and their own reason. They reject God’s gracious purpose for themselves, defy his
commandments, treat his word with contempt, live to please themselves, and persecute
God'’s people. Mocking God, they not only refuse to enter his kingdom themselves, they
shut the door against everyone else. But God knows and sees all things. By their behavior
they make themselves enemies of God. If they do not repent, God will judge and punish
them at the last day (Matthew 25:46). Others, however, see the beauty of God'’s creation.
They believe God’s word, obey God’s commandments, live to please God, and love his
people. Worshiping God, they enter his kihngdom and help others to do so as well. God
knows and sees all things; by their behavior they make themselves friends of the God who

will judge all people at the last day. The Lord Jesus Christ will welcome them into his
eternal kingdom (Matthew 25:34).
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1. Q: Where is God? A: God is everywhere; though we cannot see him, he always sees

us.
2. Q: Can you see God? A: No, but he always sees us.
3. Q: Does God know all things? A: Yes, God knows all things.

4. Q: Can God do all things? A: Yes, God can do all his holy will.

3.5
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3.5

1. Q: How do we know that there is a God?

2. Q: What is God like?
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3.6 Lord God Almighty, you are exalted among the nations and the king of all the

earth. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, help us to proclaim the good news of your Son

Jesus, that your glory may be over all the earth. Amen.
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Lesson Four: God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
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4.1 Two thousand years ago the Lord Jesus commanded his disciples, “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And
behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20). Who are these
three in whose name we are to be baptized? The answer to this question is one of the
greatest mysteries of the Christian faith. The Bible teaches us that God is God the Father,

God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy
Spirit is God; yet there are not three gods but only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4). God the
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Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit exist from all eternity and are equally God.
All are infinitely holy; all are completely separated from sin and evil. Like people, God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit each think certain thoughts and desire certain
things. Yet these three are one, and the one God is three. This is a holy mystery, and we

would not know it if God had not revealed it to us.
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4.2 If three leaders ruled one country, there would be many problems. Each leader would
have his own opinion. There would be disagreements. Two of the leaders might oppose
a third. Their country would soon be divided. But God the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit are not like that. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit all
agree to accomplish one holy will. For example, when God made the world, God the
Father spoke and brought the universe into being. God the Son did as the Father com-
manded. God the Holy Spirit moved over the waters. When God decided to save mankind
from sin, God the Father planned our salvation and sent God the Son into the world (Ro-
mans 8:29-30; Galatians 4:4). God the Son made a way of salvation for us (John 6:38;

Hebrews 10:5-7). God the Holy Spirit gave us new birth, made us holy, and gave us pow-
er for service (John 3:5-8; Romans 8:13; Galatians 5:22-23; Acts 1:8).
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4.3 The Lord Jesus Christ commands us to repent and believe the gospel. As we do so,
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit work together in order to save us.
It is God the Father who chooses us for salvation (Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:4) and who
calls us to become obedient to him. God the Holy Spirit gives us new life and a right re-
lationship with God the Father, so that we become children of God. We know this because
God the Holy Spirit testifies to us that we are God’s children (Romans 8:16). God the Holy
Spirit also works in our hearts to produce love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. He gives us gifts so that we can serve others
(Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11). When our three enemies the world, the sinful nature,
and the devil oppose us, we have three friends: God the Father, who wants everyone to
be saved; God the Son, who gave himself for our salvation, and God the Holy Spirit, who

intercedes for us with God. In this way God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Spirit all work together to glorify God and to benefit us.
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1. Q: How many gods are there? A: There is only one God, who is God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

2. Q: Who is God the Father? A: He is the Creator of the world.

3. Q: Who is God the Son? A: He is our Saviour the Lord Jesus Christ, who was with God
before the world was made.

4. Q: Who is God the Holy Spirit? A: He is the Comforter who gives us new life, and gifts
of grace and service.

45

1L 57| 33dRa’siaadn RgralEn s sexi s
waEa|

2. ‘i'zq‘ :'%‘a:'m:'aqéﬁ'm&éxwm'rﬁq'&gq'ﬂ&'ﬁﬁﬁ'&%ﬂ'ﬁ&'ﬂ&'gﬂ&'%ﬁ'
ﬁﬁﬁ'&%ﬂ'ﬁ&%’gxa@a'mm'zﬂéﬁ'ﬁsﬂ

4.5

1. Q: How is God different from the Three Jewels?

2. Q: How do God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit cooperate to save us?
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4.6 Prayer: Father God, source of all truth, teach us and make us holy through the finished

work of your Son, by the power of your Holy Spirit. Amen.
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Section Three: The Doctrine of Creation
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Lesson Five: God's Creation
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5.1 On the way from Lhasa to Nagartse one travels over the Gampa Pass. From the pass
there is a beautiful view of the Yamdrok Tso. It is a famous place, and many people stop

there to take pictures. But few of them think about the origin of the lake or why it is so
beautiful. The Yamdrok Tso and all of Tibet's beautiful lakes, exist because God made
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them. In the Bible’s first story, we read that God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit created this world and all that is in it. God did not need any tools or materials
to make our world, because He created it out of nothing by his word alone. God’s world
is not an illusion that comes from our minds; it is real because he created and sustains it.
People can see the world the way it really is, because it comes from God and it reveals
him as its creator. God created the world for his own glory and not because he needed
anything. God also created time. Time began when God created this world, and it will

end one day when the Lord Jesus returns to judge the world.
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5.2 In the beginning, God created two people, a man and a woman, for his glory. God
did not put people in this world simply to eat and drink and die like animals. He made
mankind to be like himself. God is an eternal spirit, so man has an everlasting spirit. God
speaks, so man is able to speak. God knows all things, so man is able to know things.
God has a personal nature, and so does man. God created man for a purpose. That
purpose is to bring glory to our Creator and to enjoy him forever. All people are important
because they were created by God, they are like God, and they are meant to fulfill God'’s

purpose. This is true not only of man in general, but of individual people in particular. This

is why it is very wrong in God's sight to harm or oppress others.
53 S &E R aRe 35 Raa AR AT s Ry R AR AR AN §R g A=A RgR|

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 32/ 145



Yol RgRFv e I g asanF T gy | Essential Christian Doctrines

B S S e SN N WA Y B A N S - e SN S
FRFANGENLFYIRTANTFAAFER| ZFRAFURFATNEF|) TN
RRRHRNRFING| G ATMFNAFFIATAS| qRANAIZF| A L&A
SREVHF Y RRTANFANG| &g PRGN TG AE| N RR T RAA A
ATHER ﬁ:’i\wxﬁmﬁﬁwqq:‘ fﬂzi\w':'g'aéﬁ'qmgzmxaéﬁ‘ RERE
ANYRARFFY AR PREIANER| SFRIIRT WATIERFN AR §FR
QAN TS 3E AR AT AR T NS AN TUFH| AMRIFEGNFN
g“'i’ﬂ"‘“"inﬂx'a'iﬁm}‘wﬂﬁml @ﬁéigﬁ‘ 4ok "4'4“%&"&') aaé;;
£§1’ﬁﬁq'&8€qmm%qmq:@rﬁ:‘ q%&m'%'qm'é'ﬁﬁqma*?q'ﬂ\]m%a:s\ﬁw'mr
. v L2 v N v v v gt 1‘\ v v v v v‘\ v\ gt v‘\v v\ vc\tc\c\t
g s AT RARassE| AR NER ST SARAR| AR FANEFFAR
TNEYNANGRN| AYFANGHAE| FT| FIHARGNTARAT LA

0 . - . A A2 N2 I . . . S SN2 W .
3 %Z:l Z:l&l‘ ‘i%@i ﬂ?ﬁﬂl;"%ﬁ ARAR A'ZT‘N TN 5\1‘1}5\1 ANGN ﬁQR&]iﬁ "CYT‘ AN

S V- 2 A Y . 2 . A LA . N S AN AN
g’i@ qn" [AE -\ %ﬂl‘ ﬁQ@?Rﬁ IN R’Tﬁ 3\1354" 2\ ﬂN ﬂﬂ?@ﬁﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ" KVT‘QN ’t}ﬁ
TN e Fea s fvak S ran Aqu g axgasasy

C\ v\ -‘\ -c\- v v 'C\ L2 C\ -\ v ‘\ v > v A L2 v L2 v v v C\ v\ v
Al FTONAOFTRIEGERGA] 9N I I INGIRRRTRI RN H

2 YRR V) NN 2 i YR .\ Sy S N - A /NN U ' 3- o OIS 2 YRS
Qﬁ?%ﬁ‘ ﬁ’ﬂ 9N @@q IN Rgﬂiﬁi&iéﬁ QQ@RR’Tﬁ 3«1854" ﬂ"N 4’16'51 u ﬂ Qﬁ’l"
> v ‘\ v \C\'C\ -\ 'C\ L2 it v X, v v v v v v\v\ v g v v
HACARHRAN] ARINIRINFTRESTERINIIQS RSN A9
Q@R’@ﬁ"g'N'ﬁ&'@%@’:’dﬁ'i&wxﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ%’&%ﬁ'&]?\&%ﬂ'&gﬁﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁq'&gﬂ'
E]Namﬁﬁm;&gim&agﬂﬁqi;%qaaamgimq.‘q;‘

5.3 The doctrine of creation teaches us many things. First, the world did not make itself,
as atheists say. If the world made itself, then people are just lumps of matter and their
lives mean nothing. It does not matter if you live or die. It does not matter whether you do
good or evil to others. You (and they) are just lumps of matter. But in fact, God created
the world. We are his creatures. He made us and takes care of us. He gives us his com-
mandments to keep us safe from evil. All of our good things come from him, as the Apos-
tle Paul said, “Everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is
received with thanksgiving” (1 Timothy 4:4). For this reason, we owe God our worship.
Second, if God created the whole world from nothing, then nothing is impossible for him.

His greatness passes our imagination. What human being could create the sun, or the

moon, or the stars, from nothing? Even with all its money and power, the entire world can-
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not make even a fly out of nothing. For this reason, we owe God our respect and obedi-
ence. Thirdly, if God created the whole world to be good, then how evil is sin? It was sin
which brought suffering and death into God'’s world. It was because of sin that God sent
the Lord Jesus into the world to save us. For this reason, we owe God our eternal gratitude.
When you travel from Lhasa to Gyantse and see the beauty of Lake Yamdrok, remember

that it is beautiful because God made it.

5.4
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5.4

1. Q: Why did God create the world? A: God created the world for his own glory.
2. Q: Why did God create you? A: So that | may glorify and enjoy him forever.

5.5
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55
1. Q: Who made the world?

2. Q: Why is this important?
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5.6 Father God, maker of heaven and earth, we praise you because you created

everything that is good and beautiful. In your great mercy grant us your salvation, that we

may live in peace and joy with you forever. Amen.
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Lesson Six: God's Invisible Creation
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6.1 When God created the world, he also created beings we cannot see. Some of these
beings are called angels. Angels worship God and serve believers (Hebrews 1:6, 14); they
are God'’s agents who appear when God is doing great works in history. An angel ap-
peared to the Jews’ ancestor Abraham at the sacrifice of Isaac. An angel appeared to
Zechariah the priest at the birth of John the Baptist. Angels appeared to the shepherds,
to Mary, and to Joseph the husband of Mary at the birth of the Lord Jesus. Angels ap-
peared to Mary Magdalene and to guards at Jesus’ tomb, and at Jesus’ resurrection.
Angels appeared to the disciples at Jesus’ ascension. There are many angels, and they
will accompany the Lord Jesus when he returns to this world at the end of time (Matthew

24:31). In addition to angels, God created other beings, some of which are called cheru-

bim, and seraphim; they too worship God.
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6.2 A long time ago, some of the angels chose to sin against God and became evil; these
are called demons. In the New Testament there are many stories about demons and their
activities. The leader or king of the demons is called Satan. Satan was a proud angel who
wanted to be greater than God. Because of this, he was cast out of heaven. Ever since
that time, Satan has opposed God and his people (Mark 4:15; Luke 13:16). Satan tempted
Adam and Eve to sin in the Garden of Eden. Satan tempted the Lord Jesus to put God to
the test. Satan tempted Judas to betray the Lord Jesus. Satan tried to destroy the Apostle
Peter. In the early church, Satan tempted two believers to lie to the church, for which they
dropped dead (Acts 5:3-10). Satan attacks all believers, opposing the gospel by means

of lies, murder, deception, false teachings, and sin. He blinds people to the truth, resists

them when they try to serve God, and discourages them from following Jesus. This is why
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the Apostle Peter wrote, “Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion,
seeking someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). Satan’s power is limited, however, and God will

one day crush him (Romans 16:20; Revelation 12:9)
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6.3 Tibet is a land where there are many beings we cannot see, such as demons and
local spirits. There are also many images of wrathful deities. People are afraid of what
these unseen beings may do to them. Not only so, many are afraid of the bon po and
delogs who deal with these beings. To keep themselves safe, people practice astrology
or divination, or they wear amulets or make merit. For all who are afraid of spirits, Jesus’
teaching is good news, because the gospel turns people away from the power of Satan
towards God (Acts 26:17-18). The Lord Jesus appeared in our world to destroy the works
of Satan (1 John 3:8). So, Christians do not need to be afraid of gods or evil spirits, or to
do rituals to protect ourselves from evil. Because he is the Son of God, the Lord Jesus

completely overcomes the power of Satan, and his power is far greater than that of any
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unseen spirit. So instead of fear, believers can confidently depend on the Lord. He protects
us from unseen beings. He has told us that we are to resist Satan and when we do so, he
will flee from us (James 4:7). If Satan or evil spirits trouble us with nightmares, we can pray
to the Lord Jesus and they will be stopped. This is one reason why the Apostle Paul says

that we are more than conquerors through him who loved us (Romans 8:37).
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6.4

1. Q: Who is Satan? A: Satan is our enemy who seeks to tempt and destroy believers.

2. Q: How does the Lord Jesus oppose Satan? A: By destroying the devil’s works.

3. Q: What should we do when we are tempted to sin? A: Resist the devil, and he will flee

from us.
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6.5
1. Q: Should Christians be afraid of evil spirits?

2. Q: What should we do if evil spirits or the devil trouble us with nightmares?
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6.6 Lord God, we praise you because you are far greater than the evil one and

)

his servants. Deliver us from their power by your word and by your Spirit, in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
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Lesson Seven: God Rules the World
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7.1 In chapter five, we learned that God created the world and all that is in it. But God
did not just create the world and then abandon it. God sustains what he has made rules
over it, and accomplishes his purposes through it. God is like someone who builds a boat,
maintains it, and then steers it wherever he wants to go. Perhaps you are drinking a cup

of tea as you read this. The primary cause of the cup of tea is God, who created the uni-
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verse, the sun, the earth from which the tea plant grew, the clay from which the cup was
made, the dri that gave the milk, and the northern plains from which the salt came. The
secondary cause of the tea is you, who wanted the tea, bought it in the market, boiled the
water, churned the tea, added the salt, and poured it into the cup. In this way God (the
primary cause of all things) worked with you (the secondary cause) to make the tea (the
effect). When we pray, “Give us this day our daily bread” we show that we understand
this. God created the sun, the rain, the soil, and the food that we eat. But we work, earn
wages, buy food, and cook it. God uses our actions as a means to accomplish his purpos-
es, in this case, providing for our needs. This is also true of what happens in our world.
Nothing happens apart from the will of God. As the Scripture says, “The heart of a man
plans his way, but the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 16:9). This is true because God

“accomplishes all things according to the counsel of his will” (Ephesians 1:11).
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7.2 Many centuries ago, the people of Israel became slaves of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt.
God saw their suffering, and spoke many things to a prophet named Moses. In summary,
he said, “l will send you to the land of Egypt to deliver the Israelites from Pharaoh’s op-
pression. Go to the king of Egypt and say ‘Give permission for the Israelites to go out into
the desert to worship me’ (Exodus 3-4). Yet at the same time, God told Moses that he
would harden the king’s heart so that he would not let the people go. And this is just what
happened. According to the Scriptures, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (Exodus 4:21; 7:3;
9:12; 10:20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8) and yet Pharaoh also hardened his own heart (Exodus 8:15,
32; 9:34). For this reason, Pharaoh was justly punished by God for not listening to the Mo-
ses’ command. So, God was the primary cause, and Pharaoh the secondary cause of
Pharaoh’s hard heart. God’s purpose in these events was that he might show his power
in Pharaoh so that his name would be proclaimed in all the earth (Romans 9:17). There is
a similar lesson in the story of the Jews’ ancestor Joseph. Joseph’s brothers sold him into
slavery in Egypt, but God’s good purpose was accomplished in the end. Another example
is the death of the Lord Jesus. Judas, Jewish and Roman government officials, soldiers,
and the crowds persecuted Jesus and put him to death on the cross. Their actions were
very evil. Yet these events had been determined by God long ago and through them God
accomplished his purpose of saving us. So, we may conclude that: 1) God rules the world.
He uses all events as means to accomplish his purposes, for his glory and our good (Ro-
mans 8:28). 2) God is never the source of sin or evil (James 1:13; 1 John 1:5). 3) People
are responsible for their own evil actions (Romans 9:19-20). All of this is true, but it is one

of God’s mysteries. We could not understand it had God not revealed it to us in the Bible.
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7.3 What does this mean in daily life? First, we praise God because all of our good things
come from him. He knows what we need before we ask him, and he supplies all our needs.
Second, we thank God because he who is the primary cause of all things has appointed
us to eternal life (Acts 13:48), so that we know we are secure in him. Third, we pray to
God, because the one who rules all things has the power to give us all good things. We
do not worry about luck, karma, or the gods, because God alone is the ruler of the uni-
verse. When bad things happen to us, we do not complain, but trust our God who orders
all things for our ultimate good. We know that our almighty God can create good even
when earthly rulers seek to destroy his church (Matthew 16:18; Acts 8:3-4). In fact, God
causes all events to work together so that he will be glorified on the last day. At that time,

all of us who believe in the Lord Jesus will praise God for all that he accomplished in

human history.
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7.4
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1. Q: How does God sustain all things? A: By the word of his power.

2. Q: Does anything happen without the will of God? A: No, for the Lord Jesus said that

not a single sparrow falls to the ground apart from the will of God.
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7.5

1. Q: How do we know that God rules all things?
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7.6 Almighty God, we praise you because you have predestined all things accord-

ing to the counsel of your holy will. Preserve and sustain us by the power of your Spirit,
that we may glorify your name both now and forever. Amen.
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Section Four: The Doctrine of Man
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Lesson Eight: Man’s Sinful Nature
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8.1 Have you ever wondered why there are people on the earth? One of the most famous

stories in the Bible answers this question. In this story, God made two people, a man

named Adam, and a woman named Eve. But Adam and Eve were not ordinary people
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like us. They were innocent and holy, and they knew nothing about evil, suffering, or death.
God created them in his image to be the ancestors of the human race, and to represent
all their descendants (Acts 17:26; Romans 5:12-21; 1 Corinthians 15:22). However, one day
Satan tempted them to follow their own desires rather than God’s command. Deceived by
Satan, they decided to do what God had told them not to do. This disobedience is called
sin, and its effects were disastrous. First, sin ruined man’s relationship with God. When
God came to see Adam and Eve, they fled from his presence. Second, man’s nature was
changed. Their minds and their very natures were corrupted by sin, so that they could not
understand God’s ways. Third, they and all their descendants experienced suffering and
death. Fourth, they could never again find their way back to fellowship with God, for he

cast them out of his presence (Genesis 3:24).
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8.2 If one puts poison into the root of a tree, it will spread to the fruit. The sin of Adam

and Eve was like a poison that spread to all their descendants. From the time we are born,

all of us want to please ourselves rather than God. From this sinful nature comes evil ac-
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tions: getting drunk, becoming angry, fighting, murdering, telling lies, slandering one an-
other, rebelling against our parents, committing adultery, and all other evil things. These
are sins because they violate God’s holy commandments. Our sinful thoughts, and the
sinful behavior that comes from them, show that we don't trust or pay any attention to God.
Sin not only shows our contempt for God, it causes almost all the suffering and destruction
in the world. This is why God hates sin. By nature, none of us seek God and none of us
can do what pleases him. All of us are under the power of sin, and from God'’s perspective,
not even one of us is innocent (Romans 3:9-10); not one of us has a right relationship with
God; we have become God’s enemies (Romans 5:10). We cannot do anything to bring
ourselves back to God. In fact, from God'’s perspective our sins have made us like dead

people (Ephesians 2:1).
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8.3 Today, there are three views of man’s condition: 1) man is well, 2) man is sick, or 3)
man is dead. According to Marxism, man is well. All of his problems come from one class
of people exploiting another. But man'’s problems continue under every form of government.
According to Buddhism, man is sick. All his problems come from not seeing the world in
the right way. But Buddhism cannot restore our relationship with our Creator. According to
the Lord Jesus, man is dead. We were made in God’s image, but that image is now ruined.
We can still do some good, but none of the good we can do will ever meet the perfect
standard of our unimaginably holy God. We know that we should do what is right, but we
have a sinful nature which produces evil behavior every day (Romans 7:21-22). We are
under the dominion of Satan (1 John 5:19) and slaves to sin and death. This is why the
world is the way it is today. Hatred, oppression, and conflict continue, and all of this evil
comes from sin. This is why God hates sin, and why we should hate and fear it too. It may
seem unfair that we suffer because God appointed Adam and Eve to be our representa-
tives. But God also appointed another representative, the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians

15:22; 2 Corinthians 5:14) who perfectly obeyed God and restored our relationship with
him. We will learn more about this in the following chapters.
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8.4
1. Q: What is sin? A: Sin is doing what God forbids, or not doing what God commands.
2. Q: Do all people sin? A: Yes, because all people have a sinful nature.

3. Q: What is the result of every sin? A: Death, for the wages of sin is death.
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1. Q: What are the effects of sin?

2. Q: Why does God hate sin?
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8.6 Gracious Father, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, and done what is evil in your sight. Have mercy upon us according to your
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out our transgressions. Amen.
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Lesson Nine: Sin and Its Effects
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9.1 Anyone who wants to learn how to read must first learn the alphabet. In the same way,
the person who wants to be saved must first learn about sin. If we do not know what sin
is, or how it affects our lives, we cannot be saved. It is like trying to read without knowing
the alphabet. Let us look at an example that will help us understand sin. Once there was
a father who had a son. The father said to his son, “Go and work in the field today”, but
the son said to his father, “I won’t go”. He spat in his father’s face, slapped him, and beat
him, leaving him half dead, and then fled to another country. Everyone in their village
heard about this scandalous incident. When he recovered, the father said to the boy's
mother, “This boy is no longer our son. From now on he is like a stranger and an enemy

to us.” This is sin. The son did not obey his father's command, and their family relationship
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was ruined. When we sin, we do to God just what the son did to his parents. We break
God’s law (1 John 3:4), we flee from his presence (Genesis 3:9-10), and we become his
enemies (Romans 8:7). We do this by nature, because all of us have a sinful heart that
produces sinful actions (Matthew 15:19; Romans 3:23). Just as it is the nature of a stone to
be hard, so it is the nature of our hearts to be sinful. The stone cannot overcome its nature
to become soft, and we cannot overcome our sinful nature to become sinless (Romans
8:8).
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9.2 The person who has taken poison may not know it at first; only when its effects appear
do they realize that they will die. Sin deceives us in the same way. All of us are right in
our own sight until we hear God’s word; it is then that we realize we have been poisoned
by sin. The Lord Jesus teaches this in his Sermon on the Mount. He said, “You have heard
that it was said to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not murder’; and ‘whoever murders
shall be liable to judgment.” But | say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister,
you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the
council; and if you say, ‘You fool,” you will be liable to the hell of fire” (Matthew 5:21-22).
Or again, “You have heard that it was said, "You shall not commit adultery.” But | say to
you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery
with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27-28). Angry thoughts are the root of murder; lustful
thoughts are the root of adultery. This is the way sin works: our sinful nature produces
sinful thoughts (like anger). From sinful thoughts come sinful words (such as those we use
to abuse others) and sinful deeds (such as arguing or fighting). Not only so, we sin when
we do not do the good things we should have done (Matthew 25:41-46). All of our sins,
the bad things we think and do, and the good things we do not do, are harmful to our-

selves and others. They are the cause of all the conflict and suffering in our world.
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9.3 If you do not know in your heart that you are a sinner, then read or listen to the Lord
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). Pray to God and ask him to show you what
you really are. Remember that God'’s standard is perfection (Matthew 5:48). Have you ever
told lies, or deceived someone, or had lustful thoughts? Have you ever been selfish, pro-
voked others, envied or hated your neighbor? Do you not realize that you have sinned
every day, and many times each day, so that your sins have accumulated as high as a
mountain? Beware! Your own mind, other people and the devil will lie to you and say that
you are not so bad, that you've tried to do good things, or perhaps that you've never killed
anybody or stolen anything. But our unimaginably holy God sees and knows all that you
have ever thought, said, or done, and you will have to bear the eternal punishment for
every sin. But take heart - no one can go to heaven who does not first realize that he has
a sinful heart. If you can admit to yourself, “It is true, | have many sins!” you are blessed,
for it is God who has shown you this. You have taken the first step on the road to salvation;

it is evidence of the work of God the Holy Spirit in your heart.

9.4
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9.4

1. Q: What are God's two greatest commandments? A: That we love him with all our heart,

and our neighbor as ourselves.

2. Q: Can you do this perfectly? A: Not at all, for | have a sinful nature.

9.5
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9.5

1. Q: How do | know that | am a sinner?

9.6 W R S | %ﬂ'@N'@'ﬁq'@&@ﬁ'@gquzi’ﬁ
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9.6 Father God, our sin makes us ashamed and unclean in your sight; make us
clean and holy in your sight by the finished work of the Lord Jesus on the cross. Amen.
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Lesson Ten: God'’s Law
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10.1 Most of us are quite ready to believe that others are sinners. Few people believe this
is true of themselves. This is because it is human nature to excuse our own faults, but to
blame others for theirs. As the Lord Jesus said, we can see the speck in someone else’s
eye, but we cannot see the log in our own (Matthew 7:3). We are naturally blind to sin. If

we measure ourselves by our own standard, we think we have only a few faults. If we
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measure ourselves by God'’s standard, we see ourselves as we really are. It is for this
reason that God the Father has given us his law. It is like a mirror that shows our true
selves. One form of God'’s law is called the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17). The Ten
Commandments include statements such as “You shall not murder; You shall not commit
adultery; You shall not steal”. We may think, “I have not killed anyone, committed adultery,
or stolen anything, so | am blameless”. But the Lord Jesus taught that these commandments
apply to what we think as well as to what we do. You have not killed anyone, but have
you been angry enough to kill someone? You have not committed adultery, but have you
had lustful thoughts? You have not stolen anything, but have you wished you could have
what is not yours? God knows all of these thoughts. We cannot hide ourselves from him,
for he knows all things. In his sight we are all defiled by sin. In this way, looking in the

mirror of God'’s law shows us that we are sinners (Romans 3:20; 7:7-11).
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10.2 If a government made a law that people should not steal, but did not punish those
who steal, will anyone pay attention to such a law? Governments punish people for steal-

ing so that they will not steal. Wherever there is law, there are punishments. God’s law is

also like that. God is unimaginably pure and holy. He hates evil. His law is the perfect

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 56 / 145



A -~

1 ‘ ‘Cld ‘“’W m ﬂ’q L ﬂﬁ" AR ‘%E‘NN‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

expression of his righteous will and loving character. When we violate God's law, we show
our contempt for him. We make ourselves worthy of his righteous punishment of sin. That
punishment is eternal death and separation from God in hell (Romans 6:23; Matthew
13:40-42). Suppose there is a family living in a house. In the middle of the night, the house
catches fire. The family is asleep. Unless they know that their house is on fire, there is no
way of escape. But their neighbors see the fire and wake up the family so that they can
get out of the burning house. God'’s law is like the neighbor that wakes up the family so
that they can escape. It shows us that we are worthy of a fiery death in hell. Only when
we know this can we seek the way of escape. That way of escape is to repent of our sins
and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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10.3 When we do so, God’s law helps us again. It shows us how to live in a way that
pleases God (John 14:15; Ephesians 2:10). For example, the Lord Jesus taught that the
greatest of God’s commandments is to love God and our neighbor (Matthew 22:36-40).
We do not love God and our neighbor in order to be saved, because obedience to God’s
law cannot make us worthy of being saved (Romans 3:20). Rather, we love God and our
neighbor because we have been saved (Galatians 6:2). Obedience to God is not the cause
of our salvation, but the effect. If we have faith in the Lord Jesus, God has saved us, and
we obey his law because we love him, and we want to live in ways that please him. As
we do so, we mature in our faith, and become more like the Lord Jesus. This is why God's

law is so precious.
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1. Q: What does God's law require? A: God'’s law requires that we love God with all our

hearts and our neighbors as ourselves.

2. Q: Can anyone obey God's law faultlessly? A: No one, for each of us breaks God'’s holy
law in thought, word, and deed.

3. Q: Since no one can obey God'’s law perfectly, what is its purpose? A: The law clearly
shows us that we are sinners, and that we need the Lord Jesus Christ to take away our
sins.

10.5
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10.5

1. Q: How does God's law help us?
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10.6 O Lord, open our eyes, that we may see wondrous things in your law. Put your
law in our hearts, that we may keep it completely. Amen.
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Section Five: The Doctrine of Christ

REsRgIRa | AEEA 'ﬂ&'@ﬂ&'ﬂﬁ«'ﬂ%«'@'ﬁx‘
Lesson Eleven: The Lord Jesus is Both God and Man
111 PRGN RTFRFAN AR EN YN H G R G RAN G RR
%&'qqq @5g| 2242 ATRA) :ﬁrg&%mﬁ&'ﬁxﬁmqﬁqm NREEY
& A= sqaazq Fua 5:51&1 ﬁ:ia mquw Q}ﬁﬁ’qq 3 WF RGN %q‘
AN ﬁ’qq 643541 q rqS:I q q mq‘ qu Qf-'(ﬂ aﬂ & :Prﬁmgq aQ wﬁm AIF| W
SREEEAETES 35 m’qimqm YERRAGH TGN @HFF| 123 &
qRAA) i&"ﬁﬂ&wzﬂ'ﬁﬁq'agﬂ'ﬁ&ﬁﬁ&%ﬂ%ﬁ'&%ﬁ&iﬂ&‘ RREEEEIES]
%:'m&'qﬁq'%'&'aq'qm'a@m‘ ﬁ:’ﬁ'&’r?ﬁqqm'ﬁ"&ﬂ'@'aéﬁm'r\z:" BEEELY
TR FIRTTRETY| ASTINYRURGRGRS| PN
gqu'nﬁN'msm'a'gqmﬁz%ﬁﬁqmgq'aeg'mm%q‘ U EE e )
AR 5%@'&@'&\1'@&'&@‘ ATy 3 AR A R RARE | fﬁ:&q&ng@'
AR ERARE TS| a'iqm'asm%i'@ﬁmﬁﬁq‘ AN GR R E NGRS
aq‘ fﬁ:%'q%q'%q'q%'m'&r\qw&mqwm’gﬁﬁ'&%’qﬁ:ﬂ%qaq‘ ARERAFA
ﬁ:'q’m’eg'ig:'maﬁz\rﬁ'ﬁq'&%q'Ej'a:mm'@wmmq:\r%‘ EEREEES B
ARG =5 R NN AN RN AR Y e A A< Ay
%mw:&g&i&aq‘ qam‘@mﬁ'&ffuﬂﬂgﬁﬁ 'ﬂ%wm'ﬁﬁq'&?ﬁﬂ'ﬁgﬂwﬂaw

G RN aE Ag w g 3R LA|
11.1 The Lord Jesus once asked his opponents, “What do you think about the Christ?”
(Matthew 22:42) We too should think about this question. In lesson four, we learned that

God is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. God the Son is the Lord
Jesus. He existed before the world was made. He was present when God the Father made
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the world (John 1:2-3). At the right time, God the Father sent him into our world, and he
was born to a virgin named Mary. When he grew up, Jesus showed us that he is God
through his miracles, knowing all things, his sovereignty, power, ability to overcome death,
and his eternal being. He has God’s names, abilities, and unchangeableness. He is the
Creator, the judge of all people, and the one who gives eternal life. He was one with God
the Father who sent him. After his resurrection, he ascended into heaven, where he remains
with God the Father. From there he will come again to judge all people, the living and the
dead. From these facts we can conclude that the Lord Jesus is God the Son, with a com-

pletely divine nature.
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11.2 But Jesus also had a human nature. He was not a reincarnate teacher, an emanation
body, or an enlightened being. He was a human being with a human body. Like us, while
growing up, he learned how to speak, walk, read, and obey his parents. At times he was
hungry, thirsty, troubled, sorrowful, and even surprised. Like us, he temptations and trials
but unlike us, he never sinned. If we think carefully about these facts, we can conclude that
Jesus has both a divine and a human nature. This is very important. First of all, because
Jesus has a human nature, he was able to obey God’s law perfectly on our behalf. Sec-
ondly, because Jesus has a human nature, as our substitute he was able to experience
God’s punishment of our sins. Thirdly, because Jesus has a human nature, he is able to
represent us to God. As the Scripture says, “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers
in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service
of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For because he himself has suffered
when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted” (Hebrews 2:17-18). Yet
Jesus also has a divine nature, and for this reason he can reveal to us what God is like.
If we are going to obey God, we need an example we can see; the Lord Jesus is that
perfect example (1 John 2:5-6). Finally, because Jesus has both a fully divine and a fully
human nature, he is the perfect mediator between God and man. Only he could accom-

plish God'’s plan to save us.
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11.3 In our world there are men who are considered great teachers, such as the Buddha
or Tonpa Shenrap or Mohammed. These men founded religions that are followed by many
people today. Yet they were only human. None of them created the world. None of them
lived a life free from sin. None of them had power over life and death. None could rep-
resent us before God. None could save us from our sins. None could be the mediator
between God and man. None of them intercedes with God for us. None were resurrected
from death; none are alive today. Only Jesus can do these things, because only he is both
God and man.
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1. Q: Is the Lord Jesus like other great religious teachers? A: No, because he had both a

divine and a human nature, and because no one else can save us from sin.

2. Q: Why did the Lord Jesus need to become man? A: So that he could represent us be-
fore God.

3. Q: Why did the Lord Jesus need to be God? A: Because no one who is only a human

being could save us.

11.5
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11.5

1. Q: How do we know that the Lord Jesus was truly God?

2. Q: How do we know that the Lord Jesus was truly human?
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11.6 Prayer: Father in heaven, thank you for your Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who became

man and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Amen.
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Lesson Twelve: The Resurrection
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12.1 When his time in this world was completed, the Lord Jesus died and rose again. We
know this because four different people wrote down the story of Jesus’ resurrection, and
all of their accounts agree. Multiple witnesses went to the tomb where Jesus was buried,
and found it to be empty. During a period of about forty days, Jesus himself appeared to

his disciples many times; on one occasion to more than five hundred of them at once.
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Jesus died and rose again in order to accomplish God’s plan to save us; as he explained,
“I lay down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but | lay it down
of my own accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it up again. |
have received this command from my Father” (John 10:17-18). When people hear the sto-
ry of the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus, they sometimes think that he was a
delog, like Nangsa Woebum or one of the other famous delogs. But the Lord Jesus was
not a delog. He did not go to the underworld of the lord of the dead, or tell people about
things he saw while he was dead. He returned to life with a body that could never die
again. The disciples were not afraid of Jesus after he became alive again. Instead, they
boldly preached the good news despite threats of imprisonment, torture, and death. No
one will face such things for something he knows is a lie. No, all these facts clearly show

that God raised Jesus to life.
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12.2 Why is it important that Jesus rose from the dead? First, Jesus’ resurrection shows that
God the Father accepted the work that his Son Jesus did to save us. Second, Jesus returned
to life with a body that could never die again; by faith in him, we too will receive such a

body on the last day (2 Corinthians 4:14). Third, since he was made alive from death, we

who believe in him will also be made alive from death (Ephesians 2:5-6). This is why Jesus
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told his disciples, “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and
will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also” (John 14:1-3). Fourth, in the res-
urrection Jesus showed that he had defeated death and Satan (Colossians 2:15; Hebrews
2:14).
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12.3 In ancient times there was a minister who served a powerful king. This official made
a mistake that caused the king to be very angry with him. Fearing for his life, the official
decided what to do. He prepared a great feast for the king, and gave him a large amount
of money. The king and his minister were reconciled; the king was no longer angry, and
received his official favorably. In the same way, our sin made us God’s enemies; Jesus’
death on the cross made us God's friends. Our sin made us objects of God’s wrath Jesus’
death cleared away that wrath so that God now receives us favorably. Our sin made us
worthy of eternal death; Jesus died in our place. Our sins separated us from God; Jesus’

death reconciled us to him. Our sins made us dirty and ashamed before God, but Jesus

made us pure and innocent in God'’s sight. We were slaves to sin, but Jesus paid the ran-
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som that set us free. This is why Jesus’ death was the perfect sacrifice for our sins - he

brought us out of death and into life.
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12.4

1. Q: How could the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffer? A: He became man so that

as man he might perfectly obey God'’s holy will and suffer the punishment of our sins.
2. Q: Why did he do this? A: He suffered in our place so that we might have eternal life.

3. Q: How does Jesus’ death benefit us? A: It takes away God'’s wrath against our sin,
reconciles us to God, and opens the door to eternal life.

12.5
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1. Q: Why is it important that Jesus rose from the dead?
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12.6 Prayer: Lord God, we thank you for the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ our
Lord, who suffered the punishment of sin in our place and gave us eternal life. By the

power of your Holy Spirit, cleanse us from our sins, take away our shame, and have mercy
upon us. Amen.
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Lesson Thirteen: Why Did Jesus Suffer?
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13.1 Many people who hear the story of Jesus’ life and death are surprised at the way in
which he died. They ask, “Why did Jesus have to suffer so terribly? Did he do bad things
in a previous life?” In fact, Jesus did suffer terribly when he died on the cross. Why was
this necessary? To understand the answer to this question, we need to know two things
about God. First, God is love. God loves people so much that he sent his Son into our

world to save us from the penalty for our sin. Second, God is perfectly righteous. He is

completely separated from all evil. He hates evil and will not allow it in his presence. He
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cannot simply ignore our sin. If he did so, he would be like a corrupt judge who sets a
guilty criminal free. The Bible tells us that the punishment for sin is eternal death. Even one
sin shows our contempt for an infinitely holy God and makes us worthy of eternal punish-
ment. We cannot pay this penalty and live. So if the penalty for our sins is to be paid,
someone else must pay it for us. Such a person can only be God himself. If God pays the
penalty for our sin, our debt for sin has been truly paid. We are no longer liable to pun-
ishment. But even this is not enough to save us. Paying the penalty for our sin makes us
innocent, but it does not make us obedient and worthy of God’s approval. We still lack

one thing.
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13.2 The Lord Jesus obeyed God perfectly. He earned the merit that we could not. Out of
pure grace, God the Father considers Jesus’ merit as ours. So we see that Jesus not only

paid the penalty for our sin, he also accumulated on our behalf the infinite merit of perfect
obedience to God’s law. His sacrifice makes us innocent, and his obedience makes us
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righteous (1 Peter 3:18). God the Father is proved to be just and holy, because the penal-
ty for our sin has been paid. He is shown to be love, because he has saved us by his
grace. God the Son is shown to be obedient to the will of God the Father. In this way, God
is glorified in our salvation (John 13:31). As the Apostle Paul wrote, “Oh, the depth of the
riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments
and unfathomable his ways!” (Romans 11:33)
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13.3 In God’s wonderful plan of salvation, the Lord Jesus does three things. First, he saves
us from our sins, just as someone might save a person drowning in a river. Second, he
redeems us from God'’s wrath (Romans 3:25; 1 Timothy 2:6). In the ancient world, many
people were slaves. Someone could free a slave by paying his owner a certain sum of
money. Jesus’ death was the ransom that freed us from slavery to sin. Third, the Lord Jesus
made peace between us and God. Our sins violate his holy will and show contempt for
him; because of this we became God’s enemies. But the Lord Jesus made peace between
us and God, reconciled us to him (Romans 5:10). In this way, the Lord Jesus is our Saviour,

our Redeemer, and our Mediator. But he does even more than this, as we will learn in our

next lesson.
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13.4

1. Q: Why did the Lord Jesus come into the world? A: He came to seek and to save sinners.

2. Q: What did he do to accomplish this? A: He did the will of God the Father in all things.

13.5
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13.5

1. Q: Why did the Lord Jesus suffer?

2. Q: In what three ways has Jesus saved us?
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13.6 Lord our God, we rejoice in Jesus Christ our Savior, who brought life and

immortality to light through the gospel; in Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who gave his life as

a ransom for us, and in Jesus Christ our Mediator, who made peace between God and

sinners; to your glory and praise. Amen.
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Lesson Fourteen: The Lord Jesus is Our Prophet, Priest,
And King
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14.1 In our previous lesson, we learned that the Lord Jesus saved us, redeemed us, and
made peace between us and God. But he has done even more than this. In the Old Tes-
tament, we read of prophets such as Elijah, Isaiah, and Jeremiah. These prophets received
truth from God and taught it to the people. There were also priests such as Levi, who made
offerings and represented the people to God. And there were kings such as David and

Solomon, who ruled God'’s people and protected them from their enemies. Today, the Lord

Jesus does all these things for us, but in a better way than the prophets, priests, and kings
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Q
o

of the Old Testament. For example, the Lord Jesus is our perfect prophet. He opens our
understanding and reveals God's truth to us by means of his word and his Spirit. The Lord
Jesus is our perfect priest.On the cross he offered himself as a perfect sacrifice for our
sins. He represents us to God and always intercedes for us. The Lord Jesus is our perfect
king. He proclaimed the kingdom of God and was crucified for being a king. There is no
one who is not subject to his authority, because all authority in heaven and on earth is his.
As the king, he rules his church, and protects it from its enemies the world, the sinful nature,

and the devil.
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14.2 Since God himself sent the Lord Jesus to be our prophet, we should learn what he
teaches. We do this by reading or listening to the Bible each day. What Jesus teaches we
should put into practice, and teach to others. In this way, he will teach us even more. Since
the Lord Jesus is our priest, we should confess our sins to him, and have faith that he will
forgive them (1 John 1:9). As he intercedes for us, so we should also pray for each other.
Since the Lord Jesus is our king, we should know and obey his laws. As Jesus our king
protected his disciples at the time of his crucifixion so also we care for the needs of other
believers. When our three enemies the world, the sinful nature, and the devil oppose them,
we pray and ask Jesus our king to defend them. So to summarize, the things that Jesus

our prophet, priest, and king does for us, we should also do for others. In this way we

become more like Jesus.

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 74 / 145



a

1 ‘ Clq NIINT 3 ﬂ‘q e ﬂﬁ" ala ‘E\WN:’\W ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

[N A N ~N [N 2 N ~ [2N
14.3 @qﬁﬂ "T‘S EAeN ﬂ@%ﬂ \"5% 'Qﬁ:’@’{"’@" HAN 'lﬁ'@%ﬂ aéﬁl A 4}%%@& ﬁ <
A A ~ 2NN N A [2N 5N ~
ﬂNﬁ'ﬁ?’Qg’(ﬂ'ﬁ:ﬁa&l&'ﬁﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁ'ﬁ&l'qu'ﬁ‘ Q&'Q'ﬂ@ﬂ'ﬁ&'ﬂ'ﬁ&ﬂm'ﬁﬂ:
~ v 'A 1\ - L4 X v v 'C\' :\v X, v rf v v v v L4 v L2 v L4 'ﬂ/'ﬂ.’/ v v
IFNRNA| FAE] R4 RIS Y RN G Raoa g R
2 JH V. S - A p ey = S A i
ﬂ%ﬂ" ﬂ Q?ii@?@:’(? QN HN‘ (&V&ﬁ 3'4‘ 20:6 4 ﬂ"ﬂﬂ"N ) ﬁQiN ﬁﬁ"ﬁ 3\1855‘
[2N e i NN ~ N N
’ﬂ N ’ﬂ JIRY 'ﬂ"’«i u i’%&l @ﬁ& (ﬂqfid”'o{&i RN A @ﬁ'ﬂ "‘.51 IREN '@R’ﬂ N 'RR'Q%R'Q N‘
'\P’ v v > v v 'ﬂ/" -C\-v v > v v v -‘\ v L it v X, v . v -V v v
@’igq | Qﬁﬁ A %‘?VV&E‘ %‘?Q’iﬁ A Q&'ﬁg Us@‘ RgN ‘i’Tﬁ 3«1554'1 2\ ﬂ‘v}ﬁ igﬁ AN
FHAETRYTANAEFR TG RAF IR qEFAE QURIRFUATYIFNER
WRRREGA AR RGN AN YT YFNARTARAGNFRATIRY
FRRARREIGN RN <EYG "r"5:'344)54'i'qﬁq'i'ﬁm:@ma’@m"m"
mﬁqu’q@ﬂ (a‘iq'm‘ 321 mq%q&')
14.3 One day, Jesus will return to our world. The Apostle John wrote, “Blessed and holy is
the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power,
but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand
years” (Revelation 20:6). We who trust in the Lord Jesus Christ will know him “as we are
known” and speak the truth about him as true prophets. We will always offer prayer to
God and so will be true priests. And as Jesus said, “The one who conquers, | will grant

him to sit with me on my throne, as | also conquered and sat down with my Father on his

throne” (Revelation 3:21) so we will be true kings who reign with Christ forever.
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14.4

1. Q: What three things does the Lord Jesus do for us? A: He is our prophet, priest, and
king.

2. Q: How is the Lord Jesus a prophet? A: He teaches us God's truth.
3. Q: How is the Lord Jesus a priest? A: He died for our sins and intercedes for us.

4. Q: How is the Lord Jesus a king? A: He rules and defends us from the world, our sinful
nature, and the devil.

14.5
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1. Q: Why is it important that Jesus is our prophet, priest, and king?

2. Q: How can you act as prophet, priest, and king to other believers?
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14.6 Father God: through the Lord Jesus our prophet, reveal to us your truth that
we may be saved; through the Lord Jesus our priest, reconcile us to yourself that we may
be your children; through the Lord Jesus our king, rule us that we may overcome the world
and dwell with you forever. Amen.

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 76 / 145



\“99‘ ‘NﬂQéN@ﬂN@gQ&ﬂQﬂﬁﬁQ@ﬂN:ﬂ‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

NRSFT| HRREN TR g aq

Section Six: The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit
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Lesson Fifteen: The Holy Spirit and His Work
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15.1 When the Apostle Paul came to the ancient city of Ephesus, he met some believers
there and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” And they said,
“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit” (Acts 19:2). There are many Chris-
tians who are like those Ephesians. They know Jesus who is God the Son, but they do not
know much about God the Holy Spirit. But without the work of the Holy Spirit, none of us
would believe in the Lord Jesus. So let us see what we can learn about him. The Scripture
teaches us that God the Holy Spirit always existed. He was present when God the Father
made the world. He has a will which always agrees with the will of God the Father and
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God the Son. Like God the Father, God the Holy Spirit knows all things. He experiences
love and grief. He told the prophets and apostles what to say when they wrote the books
of the Bible (2 Peter 1:20-21).
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15.2 It is the special work of God the Holy Spirit to help us. He convicts us of our sin, leads
us to repentance, draws us to faith in the Lord Jesus, and causes us to be born again.
Without his work, none of us would be saved. Not only so, he continues to live in us after
we become believers. He speaks to us in order to assure us that we are saved remind us
of what Jesus said, guide us into the truth, show us what to do, help us in our weakness,
comfort us, and counsel us. He helps us when we pray. He gives us the power, gifts, and
abilities that we need to serve one another in love, glorify God the Father and bear witness
to the Lord Jesus. As he does these things, he changes our thoughts, feelings, opinions,

habits, and life. We experience joy and peace. We become more patient, kind, and good.

Our character becomes more like that of the Lord Jesus.
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15.3 How can | know if God the Holy Spirit actually lives in me? We know this by the effects
he produces. Even though we have different experiences as Christians, God’s Spirit always
does five things in believers: 1) He convicts us of sin by showing us God'’s holiness and

the corruption of our sinful nature. 2) He gives us repentance and faith, so that we turn

away from our sins and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. 3) He makes us holy. He breaks
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down our old sinful nature, and he gives us a new nature that wants to please God. He
testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 4) As God'’s children we want to listen
to our Father, so the Holy Spirit gives us the desire to read or listen to the Bible each day.
5) As God'’s children we want to speak to our Father, so the Holy Spirit gives us the desire
to pray to God. These five changes do not happen all at once. In some believers they
happen quickly, and in others, slowly. Anyone who repents of sin, believes in the Lord
Jesus Christ, and obeys God’s word is a believer who has the Holy Spirit; he is on the
narrow way that leads to life. If you can see even a little of these five effects in your life,
you are a Christian. If you know nothing at all about them, you are not a Christian, for
anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him (Romans 8:9). Such
a person is on the broad road that leads to destruction; he is as good as dead in God'’s
sight (Colossians 2:13). But there is hope for such people. Anyone can pray and ask God
to give them his Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13). God the Father made you, God the Son invites
you to come to him by faith (Matthew 11:28), and God the Holy Spirit waits to give you
eternal life and make you holy. Will you come?

15.4
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15.4

1. Q: What is the work of God the Holy Spirit? A: To glorify the Lord Jesus.

2. Q: How does he do this work? A: By his grace and gifts to us.

15.5
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15.5

1. Q: How do | know if | have the Holy Spirit?

2. Q: What should | do if | do not have the Holy Spirit?
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15.6 Father in heaven, giver of all good gifts, send us your Holy Spirit, that we may

know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. Amen.
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Section Seven: God’s Plan of Salvation
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Lesson Sixteen: God's Plan of Salvation
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16.1 A Tibetan proverb says, “Whatever work you do, without a plan there will be no per-
fection.” God has a plan to save us from the punishment of our sins. The Apostle Paul
spoke about this plan in his letter to the church at Rome. He wrote, “And we know that for
those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according
to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30). Paul also explained God's
plan in the first chapter of his letter to the church in the city of Ephesus. From these two
teachings we can learn the basic elements of God’s plan: 1) God chose us as believers
even before the world was created. 2) God called us to believe in the Lord Jesus. 3) God
gave us new birth and a right relationship with himself. 4) God gave us the Holy Spirit and
made us his children. In this section we will consider these elements of God’s plan: God
chose us, God called us, God gives us new birth, God gives us repentance and faith, God

makes us his children, God makes us holy, and God brings us into heaven.
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16.2 To understand God’s plan of salvation we must understand God’s grace and God's
justice. At the end of his life in this world, the enemies of the Lord Jesus made a plot to
kill him. They arrested him secretly, treated him with contempt, falsely accused him to their
governor, mocked and beat him, incited a crowd to ask for his death, flogged him, and
nailed him to a cross, on which he died. Jesus could have justly asked God the Father to
inflict a terrible punishment in hell on these wicked men. They deserved it because they
had shown contempt for the supreme and infinitely holy God. Their eternal punishment
would have been an example of God'’s justice. But instead, the Lord Jesus prayed, “Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). This was an example of God's
grace. The Lord Jesus forgave them even though they didn’t deserve it. God is both just
and gracious. God’s justice gives people the punishment that they deserve. God'’s grace
gives people the forgiveness that they don't deserve. God'’s plan to save us is based on
his grace. He gives us this grace as a free gift. This is what the Apostle Paul meant when
he wrote, “By grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it
is the gift of God” (Ephesians 2:8).
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16.3 The Lord Jesus told a story to show what grace is. He said, “The kingdom of heaven

> A

may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he
began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the master
of that servant released him and forgave him the debt” (Matthew 18:23-27). In this story,
the king did not have to forgive the servant’s debt. He could have sold the servant and
his family in order to get his money back. People in the ancient world would say that the
king would be just in doing so. But instead, the king forgave the debt and showed grace
to his servant. He did not have to do so, and he lost a lot of money doing it. Grace is a
free gift, but there is always a cost to the giver. It is the same with God's grace to us. God
freely chooses to give his grace to us, but the cost was the death of the Son of God, the

Lord Jesus, on the cross.
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16.4

1. Q: Why do you believe in the Lord Jesus? A: | believe in the Lord Jesus because the

grace God has given me enables me to believe.
2. Q: What is God’s grace? A: God's grace is his kindness to me, which | do not deserve.

3. Q: How do | receive God’s grace? A: By asking God for it in prayer.

165
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16.5

1. Q: What is God’s plan to save us?

2. Q: How can | show God'’s grace to others?
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16.6 O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, You have given us grace we do

not deserve. Thank you that you have chosen us, called us to be your children, and given

us new birth. By the power of your Holy Spirit, make us holy and blameless before you, to

the praise of your glorious grace. Amen.
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Lesson Seventeen: God's Chosen People
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17.1 In the previous chapter, we learned that God chooses us, calls us, gives us new life,
justifies us, adopts us, sanctifies us, and causes us to persevere in our faith until we reach
heaven. In this chapter we will learn about God’s choice of people for salvation. When

people hear the good news of Jesus, some of them repent of their sins, believe, and obey

the Lord Jesus. These people have received God'’s saving grace (Acts 13:48). Others hear
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the good news of Jesus, and either reject it (Acts 13:46) or believe with only temporary
faith (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23). These people have not received God’s saving grace. We
know that God wants all people to be saved and to understand the truth and that anyone
who wants to receive God’s grace may have it. However, according to the Bible, the sov-
ereign God chooses to give His grace to some and not others. For example, out of all the
people living in ancient Mesopotamia, God chose Abraham to receive his grace. Out of
all of Abraham’s descendants, God chose some but not others. Out of all the nations in
the world, God chose Israel. Out of all the Jews in ancient Israel, the Lord Jesus chose
some and not others, as he said to his disciples, “You did not choose me, but | chose you
and appointed you” (John 15:16). In fact, the Lord Jesus spoke many times about God
choosing people for salvation (Matthew 24:22-31; Mark 13:20-27; Luke 18:7; John 6:35-40)
and so did the apostles (Romans 9:11; 11:28; 2 Timothy 2:10; 2 Peter 1:10; Revelation 17:14).
The Apostle Paul wrote to the believers living in the city of Thessalonica, “for we know,
brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you” (1 Thessalonians 1:4), and “God chose
you as the first fruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth”
(2 Thessalonians 2:13). After Paul and Barnabas preached to the people of Pisidia, “as
many as were appointed to eternal life believed” (Acts 13:48). To the Ephesians Paul wrote
that God chose them before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4). The teaching that
God chooses to give saving grace to some people but not others is called election. While
God does not give saving grace to everyone, the Bible also teaches that God our Saviour
“desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy
2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9), and that anyone who calls on the Lord’s name will be saved (Ezekiel
33:11; Matthew 7:7-8; John 7:37; Romans 10:13; Revelation 22:17). From God's perspective
only those he chooses are saved; from man’s perspective whoever wishes may come to
Jesus. Even though this is difficult to understand, both are taught in the Bible. For this rea-

son, theologians say that the doctrine of election is among God’s holy mysteries.
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17.2 After the resurrection, Jesus told his disciples to proclaim the good news of salvation
to the whole world. The disciples obeyed Jesus’ command and preached the good news
everywhere. They called people to repent of sin, believe the good news, and obey the
Lord Jesus. This is what theologians call a general calling because it is proclaimed to all
people everywhere. From a human perspective, some accept this calling and some reject
it. But from God'’s perspective, God the Father sends God the Holy Spirit to give us grace
to repent of our sins, believe the gospel, and be saved. This is what Jesus meant when he
said, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44). He
called this being ‘born again’, and the Apostle Paul also said it is like coming alive from
death. The gospel is not like a medicine that makes sick people better; it is a miracle that
makes dead people alive. For this reason, it is called effective calling. God calls all peo-
ple everywhere to repent and believe the gospel, but this call is effective only when his

Spirit works in people’s hearts to save them. This is why Jesus said, “For many are called,

but few are chosen” (Matthew 22:14). In the famous Parable of the Sower, all the soils
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received the word of God, but only one soil bore fruit. All those who hear the gospel hear
God’s general calling, but only those who are effectually called “bear fruit in keeping with
repentance” (Matthew 3:8). From man’s perspective, salvation is available to anyone who
wants it. But from God'’s perspective, grace is given to those he has chosen before the

creation of the world.
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17.3

1. Q: Are all people saved from their sins? A: No, only those who repent of their sins, be-

lieve in the Lord Jesus, and obey God'’s word are saved from the punishment of their sins.

2. Q: Can you repent and believe in Jesus by your own power? A: No, without God | can

do nothing good.

17.4
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17.4

1. Q: How does God use his word and his Spirit to call us to believe in Jesus?
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17.5 Prayer: Father God, your thoughts are above our thoughts and your ways are above
our ways; your judgments are unsearchable and your ways past finding out. We thank you

that you desire all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. Amen.
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Lesson Eighteen: Born Again
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18.1 In this section we are learning about God’s plan of salvation. According to this plan,
God chooses us, calls us, gives us new life, justifies us, adopts us, sanctifies us, and caus-
es us to persevere in our faith so that we reach heaven. In this chapter we will learn how
God gives us new life, or what Jesus called being ‘born again’. Before we were born again,
we did not believe in Jesus. We could not enter or even see God’s kingdom. We were
slaves of sin and under Satan’s power. We lived as we pleased, loving this world with all
of its immorality, impurity, and idolatry. Because we hated God and others, our lives were
filled with quarrels, jealousy, anger, and fighting. From God’s perspective, we were dead
in our sins which is why Jesus spoke of people without faith being spiritually dead (Luke

15:24, 32).
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18.2 When the Apostle Paul preached the gospel in the city of Philippi, he met a woman
named Lydia. As he spoke, God graciously opened her heart so that she could believe
what Paul said (Acts 16:14). From God'’s perspective, a new birth like this happens before
we believe in Jesus, although from our perspective it may happen at the same time. Giving
us new birth is what God does, but believing in the Lord Jesus is something that we do
(John 1:12-13). When God the Holy Spirit gives us new life, we cross over from death to
life. The new life is invisible but it always produces results that we can see: repentance
from sin, believing in the gospel, and obeying God’s word. Those who receive God'’s gift
of new life have a new nature, that opposes the old, sinful nature. They love God and

others. They produce the fruit of the Spirit. They do the good works that show their faith is
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18.3 The Lord Jesus said, “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is
easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow
and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few” (Matthew 7:13-14).
All of us will either accept or reject God's gift of new life. At the last day, we will come
before him to be judged. Those who have accepted the gospel will go into eternal life.
Those who have rejected the gospel will go into eternal punishment (Matthew 25:46). Are
we going on the narrow way to life, or on the broad way to destruction? Do not make a
mistake about this, for a mistake about our salvation is a mistake for eternity. The Apostle
Paul commands us, “Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test your-
selves” (2 Corinthians 13:5). In God's sight are you dead or alive? If you are dead, God
asks you, “Why will you die?” for he has no pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezekiel
33:11). Repent of sin, believe the gospel, and obey God’s word. If you are alive, then “be

all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election” (2 Peter 1:10) so that you will
receive an eternal reward (1 Peter 1:4).
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1. Q: What is the new birth? A: It is the gift of God by which | receive a new nature.
2. Q: How can | know if | have received this gift? A: By the fruits it produces.

18.5
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18.5

1. Q: How do we know if someone is spiritually dead?

2. Q: How do we know if someone is spiritually alive?
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18.6 O God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank you that according to

your great mercy, you have caused us to be born again to a living hope through the res-
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Amen.
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Lesson Nineteen: Repentance
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19.1 When the Lord Jesus began his ministry, he said, “The time is fulfilled, and the king-
dom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). In this chapter we
will consider what it means to repent and believe the gospel. Jesus explained this using
a parable. He said, “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” And he answered, ‘I will not,” but af-
terward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same.
And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?”
(Matthew 21:28-31). The first son did not obey his father's command, but then went away
and thought about it. He realized that what he had done was wrong. He felt shame and
sorrow for what he had done, changed his mind, and did what his father had told him to
do. This is repentance. Like the first son in this story, we too have disobeyed the commands
of God our Father. This disobedience is called sin. Sin makes us unclean in God’s sight
and ashamed to come before him. Sin is very dangerous because it is the way that leads
through death and final judgment to hell. But if we feel shame and sorrow for our sin,
abandon it, change our minds, and do as God our Father commands, we will be saved.
For this reason, God commands all people to repent (Acts 17:30) but our repentance does
not make us worthy of God'’s pardon. God forgives us only because of his grace. Repen-
tance continues after we become believers, for even though we have a new nature, our
old nature is still present with us and causes us to sin. This is why the Lord Jesus taught us

that we must ask for the forgiveness of our sins each day (Luke 11:4).
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19.2 If we are to be saved, we must not only repent of our sins, we must believe the gos-
pel. Believing the gospel means hearing God'’s word, knowing that it is true, and giving
up everything else to follow the Lord Jesus (Matthew 16:24; Luke 14:26-27). To believe that
God exists to know about the gospel to read or hear Jesus’ teaching and like it and to
believe with only temporary faith are not enough to save us. True faith is not natural to us
(Romans 8:7-8). It is the gift of God the Father that comes from hearing the word of God
(Romans 10:17). True faith is essential, because all of God’s gifts and blessings come to
us through it. By faith in the Lord Jesus Christ we receive new life, a right relationship with

God, and are made his children. By faith we are made holy and will reach heaven at last.
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19.3 If we have no faith, we cannot please God and we will experience his fearful wrath
when God judges the world. However, anyone who lacks faith may ask God for it and
receive it for as the Lord Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and
whoever comes to me | will never cast out” (John 6:37). Since faith is essential, we should
examine ourselves to see whether we have it; otherwise, we may deceive ourselves with
false or temporary faith. Real repentance and true faith always go together. If we have
not really repented, we do not really believe. True faith believes the promises of the Lord
Jesus, who said, “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and
believes in him should have eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day” (John
6:40). True faith obeys God’s commandments; it makes our will agree with God'’s will. If
we believe in the Lord Jesus, we will do what he says (Luke 6:46). True faith always results
in good works (Matthew 13:23). It makes us holy so that we will one day see God (Hebrews
12:14). In our next chapter we will look in detail at another effect of true faith, which is a
right relationship with God.

19.4
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194

1. Q: How can we be saved? A: We are saved by repenting of sin and believing the gos-
pel.

2. Q: What is repentance? A: To feel shame and sorrow for our sins, to turn away from
them, and to obey God.
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3. Q: What is faith in the Lord Jesus? A: It is believing his word, trusting him to give us
salvation, and giving up everything to follow him.

19.5
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19.5

1. Q: If | feel sorry for my sins, have | repented?

2. Q: Can we be saved just by knowing that the teachings of the Lord Jesus are true?

3. Q: Can cleaning rituals take away the impurity of sin?
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19.6 Lord, we know that if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us; but if we confess our sins, you are faithful and just to forgive us our sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Have mercy upon us sinners, Lord, that we

may repent and glorify your holy name. Amen.
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Lesson Twenty: Justification by Faith
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20.1 In this section, we are learning about God’s plan of salvation, in which he chooses
us, calls us, gives us new life, justifies us, adopts us, sanctifies us, and causes us to perse-
vere in our faith so that we reach heaven. In this chapter we will learn how God gives us
a right relationship with himself. The Lord Jesus told one of his most famous parables about
this. He said, “There was a man who had two sons. And the younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his
property between them. Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and
took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.
And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began
to be in need. So, he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him into his fields to feed pigs. And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the
pigs ate, and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself, he said, 'How many
of my father’s hired servants have more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger!
| will arise and go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heav-
en and before you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your

ni

hired servants.”” And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way

off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.
And the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you. | am no
longer worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the
best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring
the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and

is alive again; he was lost, and is found™ (Luke 15:11-24).
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20.2 In this story, the son ruined his relationship with his father by wasting his father’s wealth
in sinful living and bringing shame on his family. When he repented, however, his father
graciously forgave him and restored their relationship. This is just what God the Father
does with us as soon as we repent of our sins and believe the gospel. First, he considers
the innocent Lord Jesus to be guilty of our sins, so that on the cross he suffered in our
place the punishment we deserve. Second, God the Father graciously considers the perfect
obedience of the Lord Jesus to be ours. God considers the innocent Jesus to be guilty, and
guilty sinners to be innocent. God considers guilty sinners to have the merit of Christ’s
perfect obedience, and Jesus to have the demerit of our sin. How is this possible? The
Lord Jesus did not deserve our guilt, and we do not deserve the merit of his obedience.
Yet it is still possible because the Lord Jesus came into our world to save sinners. God the
Father, because of the great love with which he loved us, considered his own Son guilty
and ourselves innocent. Even though we are in reality still sinners, God considers us to be
sinless in this life and will actually make us sinless when we die. This is God's free gift
(Romans 3:23-24) received by faith as soon as we believe. It is perfect and complete in
that all our sins of the past, present, and future are taken away forever (John 10:28; Romans
8:38-39; Hebrews 10:14).
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20.3 In the Lord Jesus’ story, the disobedient son was welcomed back into his father’s
family just as though he had never sinned. This happened because his father graciously
restored their relationship. In the same way, when we repent, God the Father restores our
relationship with him. Our sins are blotted out, sunk into the sea, and cast behind God'’s
back, to be remembered no more. In this way we have peace with God the Father (Romans
5:1). This does not happen because of anything we have done, not even because of our
faith. Any good works that we do are evidence of our right relationship with God, and not
the cause. Our faith, our salvation, and a right relationship with God are all God's free

and gracious gifts to us. All are made possible by the sacrifice and obedience of the Lord

Jesus, who is worthy of praise forever.
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20.4

1. Q: What happens as soon as we repent and believe the gospel? A: God gives us a
right relationship with himself.

2. Q: Can we earn this relationship by doing good works or religious rituals? A: No, our
good works are the evidence, and not the cause, of our salvation.

3. Q: How then are we saved? A: We are saved by God'’s grace, through faith.
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20.5

1. Q: Why did the Lord Jesus suffer?

2. Q: Why does God consider believers as righteous?
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20.6 Father God, we thank you for your inexpressible gift of salvation. Even when

we were dead in our trespasses and sins, you loved us and made us alive together with

Christ to the praise of your glorious grace. Amen.
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Lesson Twenty-One: Adoption

211 ARFFATHARAE G NAYFN P URNARRFN G A YTAYNARYR
A dn| AQRRTWR R AE A BRI N ANAFNRE AT YN RN
ﬁ:@x’ma"ﬁ’:ﬁm@ﬁq‘ r\%"ﬂsm'65’%21]'@N%ﬁ'@'ﬂiﬂ:’ﬂﬁ&'ﬁ:ﬁﬂ:'a%q'%q'
%4.‘&.2.6\\] i'm;'mii'ﬁ '5§'@N .zﬂ:@i.m .%.z-\.gN.g:.éi‘ %a.aq.@m .4.“6"".?:1’.& 'ﬂN .%.
fg:@r\'m'3&%1’%’24@5'@'5,5:@3@q'mx'n]ﬁw‘ @535 844 mq%q&’) &
PRRENRYFAIRART S IRRNER A Na=FERT YN RRyNET
NS AR AN XE N YN RN AT RYTARFARFNF AN D] (@
SRR AE] Y YNRFRNRN| (Y| 326 AR ) FFRE T
5:’5{&'&/x'quﬂa’{q'%'R'%"ﬁﬁq'a&fq'@'Q@;ﬂ'&'%'@N} SHEEEA Rty
qgmﬁ'aq‘ :’%N'Q%qmazm'ﬁ'm'@N'qmﬁzﬁ'm’qqm'@q'i&'iﬁq'&?éq'q:'
SEARINES| flfza'i\}'mfr‘qm"zﬁ'm&ﬁ"ﬁ&ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁgmx'agx‘ q:&q'ﬁxq‘
S 8 T A A AR N HR N RAT s T N s E v g d) (&
A 814 mq‘s\mm' ?fq‘ miﬁ'@'@gaﬂ'ﬁzﬁﬁq'a@'ﬁ'ﬁ&%’fgx@‘m'&a‘
P EACDEE] YAy ﬁ’qq SEN AN PN AN R AN Y HIFFE D5
q:mw sxﬂ S 3 7 g g RS nﬁ& AR AT RS AR PARA
AR S RRANyATFNITARS| WA ARANYFTHRGF| W= EGER
U PR ] q AR | 33'%?%'ﬁﬁﬁ'&gﬂ'ﬁ'ﬂ”’\“’w
NFANTRANTYYIRAGANGNEN] @ 5agaT] 3910 ARaa)

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 107 / 145



\991 ‘w'ﬂ&'%«’\r@q&\r@'gQ'&E\Q'H"]‘S"Q'QQNN'N‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

21.1 In the last chapter we heard the story of a disobedient son who was forgiven and
restored to his family. In this chapter we will learn how God the Father forgives us and
makes us children in his family. All of us are born into this world with a sinful nature. For
this reason, we pay no attention to God and follow the devil Satan. Apart from God’s
mercy to us, we do as the devil does; this is why Jesus said that people who behave in
this way are children of the devil (John 8:44). But when we believe the gospel, God the
Father causes us to become his children, as the Apostle John wrote, “But to all who did
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God” (John
1:12). And the Apostle Paul said, “for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith”
(Galatians 3:26). Becoming a child of God does not mean that we become God, but that
we become like him. When we believe the gospel and obey God’'s word, we do what
pleases him. As we obey him, we become like him, “for all who are led by the Spirit of
God are sons of God” (Romans 8:14). How then do we know the children of the devil and
the children of God? The Apostle John wrote, “No one born of God makes a practice of
sinning, for God'’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has
been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the
children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one
who does not love his brother” (1 John 3:9-10).
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21.2 Because God the Father has made believers his children, all of us have just one Fa-
ther in heaven. This is why Jesus taught us to pray to our Father in heaven. The members
of God'’s family are all like one another. All have been chosen and called by God. All are
given a right relationship with God. All of us are given gifts by God the Holy Spirit (Romans
12:6-8). All of us seek to imitate Jesus and be like him (Ephesians 5:1; 1 Peter 1:14-16). All
of us suffer with Christ (Romans 8:17) as we experience the opposition of the world, flesh,
and devil. All of us seek holiness as we study God’s word, pray, receive the sacraments,
have fellowship with one another, and serve each other. All of us obey God as a son obeys
his father; all have the witness (Romans 8:16) and guidance (Romans 8:14) of God the
Holy Spirit. All of us love one another (1 John 3:14).
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21.3 Some believers find that the teaching about God'’s family is hard to understand. Some
of us had fathers that were cruel. Others do not know who their father is. But God our
heavenly father is not at all like such men. God our Father loves us understands us and
takes care of our needs. As Jesus explained, “Which one of you, if his son asks him for

bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then,

who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father
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who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:9-11) God gives us
his Holy Spirit as an assurance that we are his children (Romans 8:14-16). God our Father
disciplines us as children for our good, that we may share his holiness and become mature
in the faith. He keeps us from stumbling, and at the last day will bring us into his presence
with great joy. It is no wonder that the Apostle John wrote, “See what kind of love the
Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are” (1 John
3:1).
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21.4

1. Q: In what way is God our Father? A: God gives us new life, makes us members of his

family, and takes care of us.

2. Q: How do you know that you are in God'’s family? A: We know this because we love
God and one another.

3. Q: Is God the Father like imperfect earthly fathers? A: No, God the Father always loves

us and acts for our good.

21.5
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21.5

1. Q: Are you a child of God?

2. Q: If you are, how do you know this?

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 110 / 145



-~ A ed

\“99‘ ‘NQQ&N@ﬂNggﬁaﬂQﬂﬁﬁQ@ﬂmﬁ‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

216 WA RTEaE] AN A5 Y WNE B ARG RE
m&'iﬂ'qq:‘ @q@ﬂ':a*o”'ﬁm'ﬁ:ﬂ&ﬁ:@:m'&'aﬂ QAT ANTFRERTF
Ne v v . oy N . o vy 2 oy

T &G RFRFN RN IRLANGA THINLNEFFA| walg)

21.6 O God our Father, you have caused us to be born again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. You have made us your children

and filled us with good things; from your hand we have received grace upon grace. For
these mercies we thank you in the name of your Son, by your Spirit, Amen.
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Lesson Twenty-Two: Sanctification
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22.1 As we have seen in our previous lessons, when we believe in the Lord Jesus, God
gives us the gifts of new life, repentance, faith, and a right relationship with him as his
children. However, when we try to live in a way that pleases God our Father, we realize

that we continue to do and say things that make us unclean through sin. This is how God
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shows us that we need holiness. While we cannot become completely holy in this life, we
can turn away from sin and behave in ways that please God. We do this by taking Jesus
as our example, allowing the Holy Spirit to work in us, and working together with God.
This requires using our minds emotions, bodies and effort. As the Apostle Peter said, “For
this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and stead-
fastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with
love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffec-
tive or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities
is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former
sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for
if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provid-
ed for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2
Peter 1:5-11).
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22.2 Before we believed in the Lord Jesus, we were children of the devil and sin was our

master. But now that we have become God’s children, we are to overcome sin (Romans
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6:11-23) and be holy. How are we to do this? Here is God’'s method: we diligently study
God'’s word, pray, receive the sacraments, have fellowship with other believers, and love
and serve others. In other words, we try to live according to the pattern shown to us in the
Bible. As soon as we do this, we will find that our own sinful nature opposes us. We try to
do what is right, but often do the evil we do not want to do. As the Apostle Paul said, “I
have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For | do not do the
good | want, but the evil | do not want is what | keep on doing. Now if | do what | do not
want, it is no longer | who do it, but sin that dwells within me. So | find it to be a law that
when | want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For | delight in the law of God, in my inner
being, but | see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members” (Romans 7:18-23).
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22.3 To become holy we have to overcome the sinful desires that wage war against our
souls (1 Peter 2:11). Every believer experiences this struggle. However, we can be confident,
because God the Father is working to make us holy through the work of God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:11). Although none of us will become completely holy
in this life, all who are truly saved will experience growth in holiness. Salvation and holiness
always go together; one never happens without the other. Holiness will always be seen,

it can’t be hidden. It is the only certain evidence that God’s Holy Spirit lives in us, and the

only proof that we are saved when the final judgment comes (Hebrews 12:14).
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22.4

1. Q: What does ‘becoming holy’ mean? A: Becoming holy means turning from sin and
doing God'’s will.

2. Q: Can anyone be saved who does not become holy? A: No, without holiness no one
will see the Lord.

3. Q: How do we know what sin is, and what pleases God? A: By hearing God'’s holy law.

22.5
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22.5

1. Q: Who makes us holy: God or ourselves?

2. Q: What can we do to become holy?

= ~ 2N [N
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22.6 Father God, you command us to be holy, as you are holy. By the work of your

Holy Spirit, transform us so that we may be found holy and blameless at the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
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23.1 In this section we are discussing God’s plan of salvation. You will remember that

11‘15

according to the Bible, God chose and called us. He has given us the gifts of new life,
repentance, faith, and a right relationship with him. He made us his children and is making
us holy. From start to finish, our salvation is a gift of God, and he will surely see that it is
accomplished, for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable (Romans 11:29). As
Jesus said, “And this is the will of him who sent me, that | should lose nothing of all that
he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that ev-
eryone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and | will raise
him up on the last day” (John 6:39-40) and, “I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to
me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand” (John
10:28-29). The Apostle Paul wrote, “I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in
you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). God does not
want us to be in doubt about our salvation, so he gives us the Holy Spirit as a guarantee’
of it: “In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory” (Ephesians 1:13-14).
The Apostle Peter says we “by God’s power are being guarded through faith for a salvo-
tion ready the be revealed in the last time” (1 Peter 1:5). All who truly believe in Christ will
certainly be saved, because it is God who saves us, and not we ourselves. God never fails;

he always accomplishes his purposes.
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23.2 If this is the case, what are we to think of people who say that they are Christians,
but deny the faith? In this life we cannot know whether another person truly believes in the
Lord Jesus (Matthew 13:24-29). Many approve of Jesus’ teaching, but do not put it into
practice (Matthew 7:26-27). Some are like Judas, who preached the gospel and even did
miracles but who was really a thief who deceived the eleven other disciples for three years.
Some hear the gospel, but respond with only temporary faith; deceiving themselves by
thinking that they are believers. Some are hypocrites who know they aren’t believers, but
pretend to be. Some try to follow Jesus in the same way that they once served the gods.
Such people are the reason why Jesus said, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 7:21). They are why the Apostle Paul spoke
of some who were ‘false brethren’. They are the people that the Apostle John wrote about
when he said, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us,
they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they

all are not of us” (1 John 2:19). Such people may pretend to be believers, but they never

had justifying faith.
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23.3 While we cannot know if other people truly believe in Jesus, we can know that we
ourselves are saved by relying on God'’s promises. God the Father promises to save all
who believe, and his word is always true (John 17:17). God the Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
promises to save us. He said, “My sheep hear my voice. | know them and they follow me.
| give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch
them out of the Father’s hand” (John 10:27-29). God the Holy Spirit tells us we are saved
(Romans 8:16) and produces his fruit in our lives. The Apostle John tells us that we know
we are Christians if we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, obey his commands, and love one
another (1 John 3:14-24). Even if we, like King David or the Apostle Peter, sometimes fall
into serious sin, the Lord Jesus himself continually intercedes for us (Romans 8:34; Hebrews
7:25). This is why the Apostle Paul assures us, “For | am sure that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor

depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39).
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23.4

1. Q: What is the source of my salvation? A: God, who saves, protects, and keeps me.

2. Q: Can | know that | am saved? A: Yes, | can know this by the witness of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, by the fruit that God produces in me, and by trusting his promises of sal-

vation.

23.5
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23.5

1. Q: If all believers will certainly be saved, can they live as they please?

2. Q: What should we think of people who say they are Christians but later deny the faith?
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23.6 Lord, we thank you that nothing at all will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Rescue us from all evil and bring us safely into your

heavenly kingdom. To you be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Lesson Twenty-Four: Death and Glorification
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24.1 In this section, we are discussing God'’s great plan of salvation, by which God the

Father chose us before the world was made, called us in this life to believe in the Lord
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Jesus, considers us righteous in his sight, and makes us his children. He makes us holy and
keeps us safe in the faith until we reach heaven at last. When the time comes for us as
believers to leave this world, we have no reason to be afraid (Hebrews 2:14-15). Death
cannot separate us from God’s redeeming love (Romans 8:38-39); as soon as we die, we
will be with Jesus (Luke 23:43). This is why the Apostle Paul confidently said, “So we are
always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away
from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we
would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:6-8) and,
“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruit-
ful labor for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. | am hard pressed between the two.
My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better” (Philippians 1:21-23). When
we die, we go to our eternal home, as Jesus said, “In my Father’s house are many rooms.
If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go
and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where |

am you may be also” (John 14:2-3).
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24.2 On the last day, we will experience the final step in God’s perfect plan of salvation.
The Lord Jesus will return to this earth. He will give new bodies to all the believers who
have died, and change the bodies of all who remain alive at his coming, so that all be-
lievers will have the same kind of resurrection body that Jesus had when he rose alive
from the dead. As the Apostle Paul said, “When Christ who is your life appears, then you
also will appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). On that last day, God will take away
all our faults and make us to be like Jesus. We will not become Jesus, but will be like him
in that we will no longer sin, and we will be perfectly obedient to God. We will have a
new body that can never wear out, grow old, suffer or die, as the Apostle John wrote,
“When he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2).
This is what the Apostle Paul called ‘glorification’ (1 Corinthians 15:42-49; 1 Thessalonians
4:13-17).
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24.3 The Bible teaches that when the Lord Jesus returns to this earth, all the people who

ever lived will appear before him. Those who have repented of their sins, believed the
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gospel, and obeyed God’s word will be separated from those who rejected the gospel
and paid no attention to God. The believers will live with God in peace and joy forever.
Unbelievers will go out of God'’s presence into a place of eternal punishment (Matthew
25:31-46). This last day will come suddenly and unexpectedly, like a thief in the night, so
we are to watch, for we know neither the day nor the hour. Always remember that this
world is passing away. If you are not a believer, repent of your sins, believe the gospel,
and obey God’s word. If you are a believer, remember that the way you live now is the
way you will live in eternity. If you are going to be like Jesus in eternity, you must start
being like him now. Stop thinking about things on earth; think about things in heaven. Have
fellowship with God through Bible study and prayer. Then when Jesus the chief shepherd

appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.
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1. Q: What will happen when the Lord Jesus comes again? A: The dead will be raised and

all people will be judged.

2. Q: What will happen to believers? A: They will receive new bodies that can never suffer
or die.

3. Q: How is this possible? A: All things are possible with God.

24.5

10

L 37| EEAGUTTEFFAN TN RFT A RN AN NG|
2. RR| AFFAQaTI AR NN PN RFT AR ARG

24.5

10

1. Q: Should believers be afraid of death?

2. Q: Should unbelievers be afraid of death?
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24.6 Father God, you are worthy of all praise because you have abolished death
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. We look forward by faith to
the day when the Lord Jesus will descend from heaven, and we will rise to be with him

forever. Amen.
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Section Eight: The Doctrine of the Church
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Lesson Twenty-Five: God'’s Church
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25.1 In our previous lessons, we have learned that everyone who believes in the Lord Jesus
is a member of God’s family, the church. In the New Testament, the word ‘church’ may
mean 1) a few believers meeting in a house, 2) all the believers in a city, 3) all the believ-
ers in a region or 4) all the believers in the world. The church includes people of every
language and nation in the past, present and future. There is a visible church, which is the
church on earth as Christians see it, and an invisible church, which is the church on earth
and in heaven, as God sees it. It is the Lord Jesus Christ who founded the church, who
calls people to enter it and who rules it by his word and his Spirit. He is the one and only
head of the church (Ephesians 1:22), and all that the church does happens under his lead-
ership. People enter the church when they repent of their sins and believe the gospel.
Within the church they hear God’s word, receive God’s sacraments of baptism and the
Lord’s supper, pray, have fellowship with other believers, and serve both believers and
unbelievers. True churches teach God’s word, offer the sacraments, help believers grow in
holiness, correct believers who fall into sin or error, and proclaim the gospel to the world
(1 Peter 2:9).

252 ?aff*&%q:\m:%n'04'ﬁﬁ'gqgm'@:\r‘w'qzqa\'ﬁ%’::’%ﬁ@'qzawmﬁmﬂQ'
Al qqqﬁ?xi&@ﬁ'm'gmri\w?é&'£41§1’i\gmm"q'amx’gxm’m&sﬁ'ﬁm'
&'gzq'ma'ﬁm'ﬁﬁ:gm'@N’ﬁ'ng'gmwiq’qﬁq'sq'aq@‘ 5@@1’5’;&«'
ai'ﬁr‘N':&'@ﬁﬂ&%ﬁ'@'ﬁaﬂ&'@ﬂ&%ﬁ'ﬁzﬁwm'@N’ﬂ:ﬂ&%&ﬂﬂ@'@{&&'
ﬁﬁmw‘iﬂq@qa\:‘ ﬁqa'ﬁﬁ'gqgm@&g&m'mia\'ﬁ'mﬁam‘ (REFA| 616
AmEA) PN RRAN AR AF= I E Y I NG| FFS
:r\'ﬁ'@'ﬂ'iz'@&'S:'&ﬂm'mx'gmmqﬁ:‘ R e A RE ARERN Y E
nxiigain) @HIRE| 3813 ARgA)  ANARENyENByaAsdT
%:'awés’m'iqm'i'im'x:'ﬁ'ﬁ'qu’ﬁ'&@qm\i‘ ﬁ'&ﬂg&:\i'@mﬁfm%‘ﬂwi&
qqq'a@x'm'gamﬂf;}i’aq aqq'a@xm'gm'i\gmm%ﬁﬁq'&?éq'ﬁ'm’qa'ﬁﬁ'gq'm'
g&m'm'ﬁm'm'ﬁ:‘ &Tw'iﬂﬂ'gm:@ﬁmﬁ'&q‘ (&S| 1423 3R] ﬁ'ﬁ"i:’m"
5:1-4 mq.‘%,q& ﬁ'éﬂ'l} %%NSN@%W%“E’\@@"\“%] Qﬁg\ﬁﬂ%ﬂ
zq & g A AR m‘ xx%‘gsq m‘ gﬁam mam‘ &ﬂq 4 qr\wa\ ay
g AFIFHRE| FA REEIFLR A e EREEERNEREEE wq 3| N
quE| aggw 'm'ﬁﬂm‘ 5@«74’(14’5“4'&@'54@ xz:'ﬁ'@'ﬂgm'mm%"m‘az
WXAN @@m AREE 5@54 é:amw mxa:amq wq fﬂm‘ £y qq qm x::q B[R

© 2023 www.gsungrab.org 127 / 145



\991 ‘m'ﬂfl’ék\r@q&\r@'gQ'&E\Q'H"]‘S"Q'QQNNN‘ ‘ Essential Christian Doctrines

FRYRYRNAGN| ﬁﬁﬁ'&?ﬁﬂﬁ'&TN%A}N'E'@:@:’@‘ RFUFNFNARTY
&'ﬁ“ a @’V“ a%:;?{ﬁ 31z %ii ‘gqq.‘ X aﬂa %’:‘ %3\] ‘= igﬁm g’i Q% Q’:’a'
H= G| miﬁ'@%‘{:@&%ma@:ﬁ"gqa'%'m gm@&ﬁ:«qu%@q
&’N'N'g:’%'ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&'q@m] (‘ﬂ\'ﬁ'é'ﬁ:’iﬁ 317 WARAN) IR GFA
‘“"‘W"““iﬂﬁ”@%ﬂi"l TR ARAFN YN IEF TG AN JFIGR
%"qqq'@&'ﬁmm'ai{a&mx@ﬁ%&m'ﬁmﬁqm&&fm'@N'qquﬁm'a'q‘ﬁzgm'
SNTARY| @) 19 wTRTA)

25.2 In most churches, the believers share these responsibilities among themselves. When
the apostles could no longer do all the work of the church, they told the believers to choose
seven men ‘of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom’ to serve those in need. The
believers then elected these men (Acts 6:1-6). The Apostle Paul said that those chosen to
do this work must first be tested. They must manage their own families well, and be mature
in the faith (1 Timothy 3:8-13). After some time, there were so many churches that there
could not be an apostle in every church. So the apostles also appointed some of the be-
lievers to be elders (Acts 14:23) whose work was to teach God'’s truth and take care of his
church (1 Peter 5:1-4). The Apostle Paul said that such men were to be “above reproach,
the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to
teach, not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He
must manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, for
if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God's
church? He must not be a recent convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and
fall into the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders,
so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil” (1 Timothy 3:1-7). In addition,
an elder must “hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give

instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it” (Titus 1:9).
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25.3 The leaders of a local church have a great responsibility. They must work hard to help
the church accomplish its three purposes: worshipping God, helping believers grow in
holiness, and serving others. They must see to it that there are regular times for orderly
worship. They must help all the believers grow in holiness by teaching them the truth from
God’s word, and behaving in a way that is an example of obedience to God. They must
correct those who fall into sin or error. They must encourage the believers to love and serve
one another, and the world around them. And they must proclaim the gospel to all. Be-

lievers should pray for and encourage their leaders. In this way, the local church becomes

a family where there is joy, holiness, truth, unity, love, and service to others.
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25.4

1. Q: Who is the head of the church? A: The Lord Jesus Christ alone.

2. Q: What two kinds of leaders has God appointed in his church? A: Elders and deacons.

3. Q: What are these leaders to do? A: They are to help believers worship God, grow in

holiness, and to love and serve each other.
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25.5

1. Q: What are the three purposes of the church?

2. Q: How does the church help you to grow in your faith?
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25.6 Father God, by your word and your Holy Spirit, help us to achieve the three

purposes of your church: worshipping you, growing in holiness, and serving others, that
your name may be glorified forever. Amen.
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Section Nine: The Doctrine of the Last Things
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Lesson Twenty-Six: The Lord Jesus is Coming Again
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26.1 After Adam and Eve rebelled against God and sin had entered the world, God gra-
ciously promised to send a Saviour to rescue mankind from sin (Genesis 3:15). Over the
following centuries, God spoke many times about his coming Savior. Just at the time the

prophets had said, the Lord Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, lived a life perfectly obe-
dient to God, and suffered and died for us. On the third day he was resurrected, and
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later ascended into heaven and sat at God's right hand, where he intercedes for us. But
this is not the end of God’s plan of salvation. The Lord Jesus is coming to this world again.
Just as the prophets of ancient times foretold the first coming of the Lord Jesus, so also
Jesus himself his apostles, and angels testify that he will come to earth once again to
judge the world and to save those who believe in him (Hebrews 9:27-28). Just as he came

to earth the first time, so also he will come a second time, at the last day.
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26.2 The Bible tells us that Jesus’ return will be sudden (Mark 13:32), personal (Revelation
22:20), and everyone will be able to see it (Revelation 1:7). Although we do not know when
it will happen, Jesus said that certain signs will precede it. The gospel will be preached
to all nations. There will be a time of great trouble. There will be signs in the heavens
(Mark 13). False Christs and false prophets will appear, including one known as the man

of lawlessness (2 Thessalonians 2:1-10). Jesus himself said many times that we should re-
main alert (Matthew 24:42-44; Mark 13:32-37; Luke 12:40) because we do not know when
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these events will happen. As the Apostle Peter wrote, “But the day of the Lord will come
like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be
exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly
bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens

and a new earth in which righteousness dwells” (2 Peter 3:10-13).
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26.3 The Apostle Paul wrote that God has fixed a certain day on which he will judge the
world, and that the Lord Jesus will be the judge on that day (Acts 17:31). Both believers
and unbelievers will be raised from the dead and appear before him. There are also
other events that will happen at the time Jesus returns (Revelation 20:1-6). While there is
much that we do not know about the return of the Lord Jesus, we do know some things for
certain: There was a first day (Genesis 1:5) and there will be a last day (John 6:39). The
prophets of ancient times foretold Jesus’ first coming, and it happened as they said. The
apostles foretell Jesus’ second coming, and it will happen as they said. Jesus will return
on the last day to raise believers to life with new resurrection bodies (1 Corinthians 15:22-

23). He will judge the world and save those who believe in him. And there is one other

great event that will happen at the last day. We will learn about this in our next chapter.
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jé(‘; Where is Jesus now? A: He is in heaven with God the Father.

2. Q: What will happen when the Lord Jesus comes again? A: He will raise the dead to

life and judge both the living and the dead.

3. Q: What will happen to this world? A: It will pass away, and God will replace it with a
new heavens and a new earth, the home of righteousness.

26.5
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26.5

1. Q: How do we know that Jesus will return?

2. Q: What will the new heavens and earth be like?
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26.6 Father God, you have appointed a day when this world will be judged. Grant
us now the blessing of salvation, so that will will not be destroyed on that day. Amen.
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Lesson Twenty-Seven: The Last Judgment
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27.1 Ever since sin entered our world, it has been a place of suffering. Much of this suffer-
ing comes from the evil things that people do to each other. Out of pride, selfishness, and
other sins, people deceive one another, lie, slander and hate others; they wound or kill
their neighbors, and steal their property. Bribery, corruption, and injustice are everywhere;
the innocent are put in prison, there are wars and famines. The innocent suffer and the
guilty prosper. But a day is coming when all these evils will be made right. At the end of
time God will judge the world. All people, living or dead, will appear before God to be
judged. Each will have to give an account to God of the good or evil we have done, as
Jesus said, “I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless
word they speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37). The rich and powerful will not escape, for God judges
impartially and he cannot be bribed. His judgment will be entirely just. The Apostle John
describes the final judgment in this way, “Then | saw a great white throne and him who
was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for
them. And | saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were
judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea
gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them,
and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And
if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of
fire” (Revelation 20:11-15).
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27.2 We who have repented of sin, believed the gospel, and obeyed God will appear
before God to give an account of our lives. We do not come into judgment but will receive
God’s reward according to what we have done (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). According to Jesus’
promise, we who have justifying faith will receive eternal life, and live with him in peace
and joy forever. But hypocrites, deceivers, and those with only temporary faith will not be
able to endure God’s judgment. “For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful expecto-
tion of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. Anyone who has set
aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How
much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled
underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? For we know him who said, 'Vengeance
is mine; | will repay.” And again, ‘The Lord will judge his people.’ It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:26-31). All who reject God will lose every-
thing. They will be cast out of God’s presence into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. This place is hell; it is a lake of burning sulfur, a place of darkness, and

a place of unimaginable torment.
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27.3 God has fixed a day on which these things will certainly happen (Acts 17:30-31). All
people will experience either eternal love and joy God’s heaven, or eternal suffering in
Satan’s hell. Even though evildoers may escape judgment in this life, there is ultimate jus-
tice that they cannot escape. “For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has
done, and there is no partiality” (Colossians 3:25). All who reject God’s commands should
repent of their sin and seek God’s mercy by faith in the Lord Jesus, for God has no plec-
sure in the death of the wicked (2 Peter 3:9). Those of us who repent should live in obedi-
ence to God, storing up treasure in heaven and stirring up one another to love and good

works (Hebrews 10:24-25). We should tell others about the Lord Jesus so that they may be

saved. In this way we look forward to Jesus’ coming, for “Beloved, we are God'’s children
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now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we
shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him

purifies himself as he is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).
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27.4

1. Q: What will happen at the end of time? A: God will judge all people.

2. Q: What will happen to believers on the day of judgment? A: They will receive God’s
reward, according to what they have done, and each will receive a new body that can
never suffer or die.

3. Q: What will happen to those who reject God? A: They will experience God'’s wrath,

according to their evil deeds, and will go into eternal punishment.
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27.5

1. Q: Since God knows everything we have said or done, how should we prepare for the
day when he will judge us?
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27.6 Righteous Lord, we confess that we have not loved you as we ought. We have
done what you have forbidden, we have failed to do what you command, and we have

deceived ourselves by thinking that we are better than others. Have mercy upon us sinners,

that we may not perish at the last judgment. Amen.
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Lesson Twenty-Eight: The New Creation
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28.1 All who repent of sin and believe the gospel will have peace and joy with God for-
ever in heaven, the place where God is. As Jesus said, “Let not your hearts be troubled.
Believe in God; believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not
so, would | have told you that | go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare
a place for you, | will come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may
be also. And you know the way to where | am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “| am the
way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John
14:1-6). The place that Jesus is preparing for those who love him is a place of holiness,
rest, purity, glory, and righteousness where we will see God'’s face and live with him for-

ever. There will be a new creation that is the fulfilment of everything that is good and right;
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there will be no sin, suffering, evil, or death, for not only we ourselves, but the whole cre-
ation will be re-created (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:1-2).
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28.2 All of us live in a world where everything is impermanent and passing away (1 Cor-
inthians 7:31). But we are going to a world which will never pass away, as the Apostle

Paul said, “For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
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eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:18). The happiness of those who repent and believe the gospel
will be eternal. The suffering of those who reject God will also be eternal. Our state in the
world of eternity depends on our actions in the world of time. As Paul wrote, “He will ren-
der to each one according to his works: to those who by patience in well-doing seek for
glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are self-seek-
ing and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury. There
will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also
the Greek, but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and
also the Greek” (Romans 2:6-9). Every thought, word, and deed in our lives has eternal
consequences, as the Apostle Paul warns us: “Do not be deceived: God is not mocked,
for whatever one sows, that will he also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will
from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap
eternal life” (Galatians 6:7-8). What we sow in this life we will reap in the life to come. The
last day is coming quickly, so seek Christ, “For we know that if the tent that is our earthly
home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal

in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1).
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28.3 In this study we have learned the basic doctrines of the gospel: God’s nature, word,
and creation; man and his nature; the Lord Jesus and his saving work; his church, and his
final return. If we understand these truths, we have two responsibilities. The first is obedi-
ence, as the Apostle John wrote, “If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them”
(John 13:17). The second is teaching others because believers who understand the truth
and obey it are strong believers. They know how to apply the truths of the gospel in ev-
eryday life. They grow in their faith, bear the fruit of the Spirit, and become examples for
others to follow. They will not tolerate false teaching. Their churches are places of worship,
sound doctrine, prayer, fellowship, receiving the sacraments, serving others, giving, and
telling others about the Lord. As the Apostle Paul wrote, “Therefore, as you received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just
as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7). In this way, all of us

will continue to grow in the knowledge of Christ until that day when he returns.
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28.4

1. Q: Will this world last forever? A: No, it is quickly passing away.

2. Q: What will happen to man? A: Those who repent and believe the gospel will be saved;

those who reject God will be punished eternally.

3. Q: What is heaven? A: It is a place of peace, joy, and eternal rest in God.
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28.5

1. Q: Why should believers understand the basic truths of the gospel?

2. Q: What happens when sound doctrine is taught in a church?
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28.6 Father God, by the power of your Spirit, prepare our hearts for the coming
of the Lord Jesus. Amen.
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